
 

  

CEIST Student School Meeting 

On the 27
th
 of April, myself (Eve Daly) and three other Presentation 

students took part in the CEIST Student Gathering Meeting on Zoom. Ms. 

Gallen attended the meeting with us also. Clare Ryan, CEO of Ceist, 

welcomed us all and went through what we would be discussing for the day. 

All the different schools attending communicated through the Chat function 

on Zoom and we had a short prayer to start off the meeting. Clare addressed 

many topics such as what it means to be a school involved with CEIST, the 

current status of schools considering Covid-19, and of course introduced us 

to the special guest of the meeting, Professor Luke O’Neill. Luke O’Neill is 

the professor of biochemistry in the School of Biochemistry and 

Immunology at Trinity College, Dublin. His name is well recognised among 

many, especially during this pandemic that we are slowly conquering. He 

often appears on the news or in newspapers and can be heard every Monday 

and Thursday on Newstalk. Professor Luke O’Neill answered all our 

questions on Covid-19 and it was amazing to have so many student voices 

recognised in this very hopeful morning Zoom. I am absolutely honoured to 

have been given the opportunity to represent my year in the CEIST Student 

Gathering meeting and hope I will be given this opportunity again sometime 

in the near future. 

Hello everyone! This will be our final newsletter for this school year. Thank you so much for 

taking the time to read our newsletters and congratulations to you all on reaching the end of this 

school year. On behalf of the rest of the PR Team I would like to say a massive thank you to 

Ms. Keating for allowing us the opportunity to create our newsletters and we will see you all 

next year- The PR Team 



Global Schools 

Over the last few weeks, Transition Year students 

Jane Reinl, Esdras Malonga, Jessie Barry, Orla 

Kelly, Aoife Stenson, Blanca Ortiz, Alex 

McCarthy and Alanna Bolger took part in the 

Global Schools Project. These students were 

selected and trained by members of the Waterford 

Sustainable Living Initiative to provide workshops 

to first and second year classes, which they gave 

during the last week of April. The main objectives 

of the workshops were to examine the problems 

associated with the use of single-use plastic, and to 

learn how to live in a more sustainable manner. On 

the 11
th
 of April, they went to Saint Patricks 

Gateway Centre to be filmed to be added to a 

compilation of TY students from a number of 

schools involved in the Global Schools Project 

giving the workshop. The transition year, first year, 

and second year students all agreed that they 

learned a great deal during the experience. 

Tech Week 

During April, our Transition Year Digital Tech 

Committee and their teachers organised our 

very own Tech Week in the school in honour 

of the nationwide event. This was a hugely 

successful initiative. Transition Year students 

Alanna Dunne and Hannah Dower gave Book 

Creator workshops to 1
st
 years. Coding 

workshops were given to 2
nd

 years and lunch 

time digital drop-in clinics were established 

for students with any questions. No tech 

problems were too big or too small for our 

tech wizards who conducted these clinics, and 

both students and staff praised their friendly 

and informative expertise. Amanda Freeman-

Gater from WIT also spoke to 4
th
, 5

th
, and 6

th
 

year students, providing them with an insight 

into careers in IT, keeping within the theme of 

Tech Week. 

  



 

 

  

Ciara Lucas’s Article on LCA 

In LCA, we do our preparation for the Leaving 

Certificate exams over the two years of the 

programme. While we got to do some of our work 

experience, due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic 

we could not do our final session. In the first year 

of LCA, we got to do Leisure and Recreation with 

Ms. Williams where we did some gym based 

workouts and doing our General Education Task. 

For example, some of the girls did their tasks on 

issues like Women in Music, Breast Cancer, and 

Child Abuse. In the second and final year of the 

programme we got to do Practical Achievement 

with Ms. Matthey where we got to learn our own 

personal skills outside of school hours for our 

Tasks. For example, some of the girls did their 

Practical Achievement Tasks on activities like 

Flower Arranging, Gym and Kickboxing. All 

LCA2 students, with support from Ms. Matthey, 

logged onto the Candidate Self Service Portal for 

Accredited Grades to confirm their options for 

their examinations. We wish all LCA students the 

very best of luck in their exams, including LCA1 

students, who will also sit their French exam this 

  June.

 

Transition Year Graduation 

On Thursday, 20
th
 May the 

graduation for the TY class of 

2020/21 took place, this event 

concluded our TY program. A 

number of students presented 

speeches on a range of topics; from 

the different activities we took part 

in, to our experience with the 

challenges and triumphs of online 

learning. We all waited in 

anticipation to see who would be 

awarded with the renowned awards 

of Spirit of TY and TY Excellence, 

all of the awards received by students 

were very well deserved. Students 

from B2 and B3 worked to produce a 

wonderful PowerPoint which 

showcased all we’ve had the 

opportunity to do this year. It was 

great to reminisce about all we’ve 

accomplished this year, even with the 

challenges Covid-19 has brought us. 

Our TY has been nothing like the TY 

experienced by students in previous 

years. However, it was still filled 

with joy, laughter and numerous 

opportunities that have made us grow 

as individuals. We could not be more 

thankful for our amazing TY 

coordinators for giving us this 

experience.



 

  

Business in the Community 

Second year Business Studies students were very 

excited when they received a game each from 

Cartamundi Ireland Ltd last week.  This generous 

gesture marked the wrap-up session of ‘The World of 

Work’ of the Business in the Community Programme. 

The modules were delivered remotely over a few weeks 

in March, and the games were given as a reward to the 

students for their hard work and engagement. We are 

very thankful to our link business, Cartamundi, for 

providing the students with a hugely beneficial 

understanding of the workings of a local enterprise. 

Financial Literacy 

LCA 2 students were delighted to have a very 

informative talk on Financial Literacy on Friday 17
th
 

April from virtual visitors Robert Heffernan and Alan 

Carroll from Bank of Ireland. Irish Olympic Bronze 

Medallist Rob also provided the girls with some 

fantastic tips on how to succeed in life, which were very 

well received. 

 

 

End of Year Liturgical Service 

On Thursday 13
th
 May we had a 

liturgical service in school, to mark 

the end of the academic year. 

Although we missed congregating 

as a school community in St Paul’s 

church, this was nonetheless a 

special occasion. The simple 

service, held in the prayer room and 

live streamed into our classrooms 

via Microsoft Teams, was greatly 

enhanced by the contribution of a 

small number of representative 

students to the music, prayers, 

readings, and reflections. Head girl, 

Sophie Griffin, and her deputy Egle 

Urbonaite, addressed the entire 

school for the final time, imparting 

appropriate words of wisdom to 

each year group. Her fellow sixth 

years looked on with tears in their 

eyes as they realised that their time 

in the Pres was coming to an end. 

School principal, Ms. Orla Bolger, 

also spoke, and commended 

everyone on their hard work and 

commitment during what was a 

difficult school year. At the end of 

the service, twelve candles that had 

been resting on a table to represent 

the twelve outgoing 6
th
 year prefects 

were taken by the newly appointed 

fifth year prefects. The candles 

symbolise the passing on of the light 

in the tradition of our foundress, 

Nano Nagle, the ‘Lady of the 

Lantern’, who walked the dark 

streets of Cork carrying a lantern to 

light her way as she visited the poor, 

sick and elderly after her day’s 

teaching, back in 1754. These girls, 

who have come through a rigorous 

selection process, will be 

ambassadors for our school and will 

represent the school. Good luck! 

 
 



 
Goodbye To Our Sixth Years 

 

This week was a bittersweet one in that we officially said 

goodbye to the 6
th
 year class of 2021 at an intimate 

graduation ceremony, before joining with their teachers 

for some refreshments served outdoors. ‘Dream, Believe, 

Achieve’ was the very apt theme of this joyous and 

emotional occasion. The girls recalled the highlights of 

their time here in the Pres and paid tribute to those who 

helped them along the way, in particular Ms. Bolger, Ms. 

Gallen, and their year head Ms. O’ Sullivan. At the end 

of the ceremony, each graduate was called forward by 

Ms. O’Sullivan to officially sign out, marking the end of 

her time in Coláiste na Maighdine. They may have 

signed off the roll, but they will always be part of the 

Pres and the Pres will always be part of them. 

 

Let’s 

look at 

some 

more 

pictures

! 

Thank you so much for taking the 

time to read our final newsletter for 

this school year. We’ve had so 

much fun writing these and see you 

again in the next school year! 


