
WELCOME FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
As another academic year draws to a close I would like to wish good look to all Junior Cert, Leaving 
Cert and Leaving Cert Applied students for the state examinations. We will continue to support you 
during the coming weeks and trust that you will ensure that you are well prepared always to allow 
for the highest possible academic achievement.  
Particular good wishes to our sixth year students who are leaving us soon to move on to the next 
exciting phase in your lives. May you enjoy peace and happiness wherever life may take you. I 
share in the sadness of parting this year as I, too, sign out of Coláiste Na Maighdine after many 
happy years working here.  
I take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to the entire school community for your support and 
loyalty throughout my years here and particularly during my time as principal. 
To those who will be returning next year -  Enjoy the summer break, stay safe and return to school 

refreshed and ready for new challenges ahead in 2015 -16. 

Mary Ryan 

Presentation Secondary School  

Summer Newsletter 2015 

TY Trip to Belfast — May 2015 

Thirty eight Transition Year students, accompanied by Ms 
O’Sullivan, Ms Bolger and Ms Murphy, travelled to Belfast 
for a Two day trip, on the 26th and 27th of May 2015.  We got 
an insight into the history of Northern  Ireland on the tour of 
the Catholic and Protestant areas.  This was followed by a 
visit to the W5 Science Exhibition where students             
experienced 250 interactive exhibits.  We then visited the 
Titanic Centre where we were able to explore the Titanic   
story from her conception in Belfast in the early 1900s, 
through her construction and launch, to her infamous     
maiden voyage and eventual demise.  Later that evening we 
enjoyed an ice staking session in the Dundonald Ice Rink 
before retiring to the comfortable surroundings of the      
Stormont Hotel.  On Day 2 we entered the Stormont        
Parliament Building which serves as the seat of the         
Parliament of Northern Ireland.  All students participated in a 
debate on school uniforms but eventually decided that the 
Presentation School uniform should stay.  We all enjoyed 
some retail therapy in the impressive Victoria Square    
Shopping Centre and came back to the bus laden with bags 
and new  outfits.  Our final visit was to the Crumlin Road 
Gaol which operated as a 
prison between 1845 and 
1996.  Seeing the        
condemned man’s cell 
and being in the actual 
room where seventeen 
executions took place was 
an experience we will not 
forget.  After two           
educational and fun filled 
days thirty eight very tired 
girls got back on the bus to Waterford, sad that the last TY 
activity was now over but looking forward to the new chal-
lenge of fifth year in September.         

ACTIVE HISTORIAN COMPETITION 

The Active 

Historian 

Competition 

has been     

running in the 

school since 

2006.  All 1st 

years are 

asked to make 

a model that represents a period in History 

that they have studied in 1st year.  This 

competition is kindly sponsored by the 

school Tuck Shop.  The entries included 

models of Newgrange, Early Christian 

monasteries, Roman aqueducts, dolmens, 

Roman weapons.  Parents attended and 

the 6th class students attended an        

exhibition of the entries. 

Once again the standard was extremely 

high, and the overall winner was Caoimhe 

Halligan, for her wonderful model of a   

Medieval Castle. 

 



TY Build A Bank—     After a long process of interviews with the AIB staff 6 of us were privileged to be 

chosen as the members of the AIB Build a Bank Challenge. Each month was 

planned with events and things to do and goals that had to be met.  We came 

up with a name for our bank ‘iBank’. We wanted to keep it short and simple to 

catch people’s attention and make our customers feel important. We even made 

few slogans such as ‘You bank, We bank, iBank’ or ‘iBank is my Bank’.  

On Tuesday the 24th of February our iBank team: Dominika Kuzniar, Rebecca 

Murphy, Ciara Murphy, Aoife Ormond, Sarah Kelly and Chloe Cahill attended 

the regional finals at  Silver Springs Hotel in Cork along with Emma Breen the student officer, where we 

competed at the Regional Finals in order  to get into the National Finals in the RDS . After months of 

hard work and preparation we were ready to do their best on the day and show off our school bank 

‘iBank’.  We were up against around 40 different schools and serious competition. We had to speak to 

different judges about different aspects of our bank such as technology, customer service and marketing. 

It was a day full of excitement and nerves.  After speaking to the different judges it was decision time. 

The judges chose 10 teams to stand up on the stage and give a 2 minute speech about their bank and 

answer 1 question from the judges about the bank.  Unfortunately we did not get a chance to say our 

speech as we weren’t chosen. 

Although we did not qualify to the National Finals we had a great day and it was a wonderful experience 

for us to be able to set up our own bank.  We learned many important skills that we will find useful in 

the future, for example: team work or communication skills. 

We recommend the next TY students to get involved in the AIB Build A Bank Challenge as they will    

benefit immensely from this experience. It took a lot of hard work and determination however it was    

definitely worthwhile and it was one of our highlights in TY.     

Dominika Kuzniar 

Waterford-St Herblain Town Twinning 2015 

On February 28
th
, a group of 12 Transition Year students travelled with Ms 

Halpin and Ms Rohan to St Herblain in France for a visit of 5 nights. 

The purpose of the visit was to visit the Jules Rieffel school in St Herblain and 
to explore Nantes. The students from the French school had already visited 
us here in the Presentation. 

Some of our experiences included: 

2 days spent in school - a  shock to the system as school in France begins at 
8.00am and finishes at 5.00pm; eating with the French students in the school 
canteen during a lunch hour that lasted an hour and a half and a 3 hour      
history lesson- loved by all! 

Guérande, a picturesque fishing village on the coast proved a delight as did a 
trip on the mechanical Elephant designed by Jules Vernes, a boat ride,    
shopping in the enormous shopping centre Atlantis and touring the historical sites in the centre of 
Nantes.   

All in all, a balance was struck between education and culture in a 
most enjoyable fashion. The girls made a huge effort and were very 
successful in communicating in  French. Well done! 

On March 14th 11 students aged from 16 to 17 and two teachers  

arrived from the Jules Rieffel school in St Herblain to visit us in     

Waterford.  They spent a day in the Pres where they exchanged   

stories on school life, they attended classes and even tired their hand 

at Camogie.  They attended the school concert on March 16th and 

on St Patrick’s Day students from both schools matched in the      

parade and were guests at the Mayoral Lunch.  A great partnership 

has been established between the two schools and we look forward 

to many more visits. 



SPORTS NEWS 

Congratulations to the U 16 ‘A’ Basketball team on their 
fantastic performances in the recent World Schools 
Bsaketball Tournament in Limoges, France. The girls were 
placed 16th in the world finishing ahead of countries such 
India, China, England and Greece. From the opening 
ceremony attended by over 6,000, the cultural visits to local 
schools, the ‘Meeting of the Nations’ and Finals Day it was 
the experience of a lifetime for all concerned.  60 teams, 

800 players, 66 referees, 300 
organisers, 150 table 
officials, 200 balls, 20,000 meals, 7600 nights in hotels and 

over 30,000 spectators! 

Panel: Beth Carton, Becky Roche, Niamh Rafferty, Courtney 
Healy, Brianna O’Regan, Annie Fanning, Jordan Kervick, Sarah 
Kelly, Lauren Sullivan, Libby Flynn, Becky Wyse, Jane Fortune, 
Katie Devereux, Niamh Teat, Aisling O’Brien, Jane Fortune and 
Rachel Butler. 

 

Well done to the 1st and 2nd year players who were selected for the Waterford County 
Basketball panel.  

1st Years: Debbie Ogayemi, Bami Olukayode, Grainne Browne and Ciara Butler 

2nd Years: Ellie Laffan, Toni Forristal, Robyn Reidy, Shannon Lee Barrett, Robyn Morrissey, 
Megan O’Connor and Ife Olajide. 

The following students were also selected for the U14 Southeast team who will take part in the 
All-Ireland Inter-Regional competition in September. 

Debbie Ogayemi, Bami Olukayode, Robyn Morrissey and Ife Olajide. 

The Senior Basketball team were Midlands Champions and All-Ireland Play-Off runners up. 
Most Improved Player for 2014-2015 (MIP) was Ciara Twomey. 

The U16 panels Most Valuable Player for 2014-2015 (MVP) was awarded to Sarah Whelan and 
Most Improved players 2014-2015 (MIP) were awarded to Sarah Kelly and Becky Wyse. 

The 1st Year Basketball (MIP Grainne Browne/Debbie Ogayemi and MVP Bami Olukayode) and 
2nd Year Basketball (MIP Shannon Lee Barrett/Kim Hennessey and MVP Robyn Morrissey) 
panels both had very successful seasons finishing 2nd and 3

rd 
respectively in the Midlands ‘A’ 

League. The 1
st
 Years also qualified for the All-Ireland playoffs in Dublin. 

Rachel Butler was awarded the (MVP) and Ellie Laffan the (MIP) for the U16 ½ Camogie panel. 

Congratulations to the following students who received Sport Awards in the recent prize-giving 
ceremonies. 

Senior Sport Award— Ciara Twomey (6th Year) and Brianna O’Regan (4
th
 Year) 

Senior PE award—Niamh Stafford (6th Year) and Julie Robinson (6th Year) 

Junior Sport Award— Jodi Fagan, Megan O’Connor and Robyn Morrissey (all 2nd Year) 

Junior PE Award—Ruth Walsh (3
rd

 Year) and Toni Forristal (2
nd

 Year) 

Outstanding Commitment to Presentation Basketball Award—Shannon Keane, Jane    
Crowley, Chloe Morrissey and Ciara Twomey.  

TY Integrated PE Award—Suzan Akintomide, Lea Koster, Sophie Keogh, Niamh Teat, Ellen 
Quinn, Abbie Sinnott and Katie Devereux. 

A huge thank you to the TY coaches and Sports Captains who have helped mentor, coach and 
support the younger players throughout the season. It is much appreciated. 



CAREER DEPARTMENT NEWS  

Athena mentoring training 

37 transition year students took part in the  mentoring training programme on Monday May 
25

th
.  This programme was developed in school by Ms. Doyle and Mr. Barber and in           

conjunction with the Year Head of 1
st
 Head Ms. Byrne it has been very successful.  Two      

previous groups have been trained.  The current 5
th
 years received their mentoring certificates 

last week.  The programme aims to develop leadership skills and build a strong community 
spirit.  The mentors are assigned a number of 1

st
 years and take responsibility for them,       

beginning in August at the 1
st
 year Induction Programme and continuing throughout 1

st
 

year.  The reports from the current 1
st
 years are that the mentors have played a very valuable 

role in helping them to settle in. Congratulations and well done to all who have put themselves 
forward for training and thank you to the outgoing 5

th
 years. 

Spring Open day at UCC 

The Transition Year group enjoyed a trip to UCC which included a presentation on all the 
courses on offer, a tour of the main campus and a tour of the Mardyke sports arena.  The    
students experienced the buzz of college life and were very impressed with the facilities and 
range of course options.  A shopping trip to  Mahon Point on the way home ensured  everyone 
was happy, including Ms. Doyle, Mr. Murphy and Ms. O’Regan who were all seen leaving with 
bags! 

WIT Library Initiative 

The WIT library initiative is going into its second year and the current 5
th
 years have been 

asked if they would like to be included in the draw, for access to the WIT library to study for 
their Leaving Cert.  Last year 10 students who are  about to sit their exams next week were 
given free access to the WIT library.  The students found it most helpful and a good             
environment to study in.  This year’s successful applicants will be announced this week. 

2
nd

 year UCC awards 

Eight 2
nd

 year students received their UCC awards at an evening award ceremony held on the 
UCC campus in March.  Their proud parents and Ms. Doyle watched as they received their 
medals for academic excellence.  Congratulations to the award recipients - 

Maths: Jade Wiles, Lolade Oriola 

Irish: Robyn Morrissey, Leah Cooley Morrissey 

Science: Robyn Reidy, Ellie Laffan 

French: Pauline Ryniak 

German: Rebecca Troy 

5
th

 year UCC taste of University life 

Six lucky 5
th
 years were selected to attend UCC for a one week taste of university life           

programme.  They competed very hard for places on this programme which is part of our     
access initiatives with UCC.  We are one of 3 schools in Waterford city and county that takes 
part in this programme. They enjoyed taster programmes in science, medicine, business and 
arts.  They had a fantastic week and I’d say it has reinforced a strong desire to go to university 
next year.  Well done to all the girls as they represented us so well.  

CAO 

The CAO system will close on July 1
st
 at 5.15pm.  Students are encouraged to talk out any de-

cisions to change their mind with their Guidance Counsellor before making any amendments. 
Best of luck to all students sitting exams this year. 

 

 



 

RELIGION DEPARTMENT NEWS  

All 4th, 5th & 6th years went on retreat this term in St 

Paul’s Parish rooms, once again it was a wonderful   

experience.  

We celebrated our end of year mass in our parish 

church of St Paul’s on May 15th.  At the mass we also 

said a sad goodbye to our Principal Mrs Ryan. 

We said good bye to the class of 2015 at their        

Graduation Mass in the school on Thursday May 21st.   

Thanks to Fr. Pat Fitzgerald for all his help and support. 

TY GRADUATION NIGHT 

TY Graduation Night took place on 

Thursday May 21st.  It was         

attended by the parents and   

guardians of the 72 students, along 

with their teachers. The night was 

organised by TY Coordinator   

Katherine O’Sullivan and the      

Coordinator of 

Programmes 

Orla Bolger.  

The night was 

a wonderful 

celebration of 

Transition 

Year.  It was 

an  especially 

memorable night for Principal Mary 

Ryan, as it was her last formal 

school event before she retires. 

 

ARMY BAND 

The Army Band, the 

Band of the Number 1 

Brigade to be precise,  

performed for us on 

March 13th.  It was a  

truly wonderful            

experience, whereby 

students got to listen to 

music on the Junior and Leaving Cert  Music            

curriculum.  We look forward to a return visit.  

Green Flag 

For the past two school years the Greenschools Committee has been working very hard on 
the Energy Flag Theme.  The committee is made up of first, second and Transition Year     
students as well as two staff members – Ms O’Sullivan and Mrs O’Shaughnessy, and meets 
every Wednesday at 1.30 in Room 32. 

This year the students turned into inspectors and regularly checked teachers’ rooms to ensure 
that energy conservation measures were being adhered to.  We also held and Energy Day 
where Dominika dressed up as a frog to raise awareness about energy use in the school.   

All the hard work eventually paid off as the second Green Flag for Energy was awarded to 
Presentation Secondary School at a ceremony in 
Hotel Kilkenny on the 20

th
 May 2015.  Greenschools 

Committee Chairperson Kate Doherty along with  
Salome Kedia, Amanda Goma and Ms Gallen      
accepted the Green Flag on behalf of the 
school.  The new committee will begin working     
towards the third flag on the ‘Water Theme’ in       
September.      

 



Social Justice Group 

“Spend yourselves for the poor” 

These are the words of Venerable Nano Nagle, and the foundation on which our social justice 

group is built.  We wish to create awareness of issues of  injustice on a local, national and   

international level. We want to work for a culture of peace, to counteract all forms of violence, 

loss of human life and the  destruction of nature and its  

resources. 

And so in September the social justice group decided to begin 

a yearlong project – Challenge To Change - on the issue of 

war.  Some classes helped us in our research efforts, by   

completing a questionnaire.  As the year advanced, we        

researched six countries  affected by war and we created a 

PowerPoint, used in  workshops highlighting the reality of war.  

A guest speaker from Rwanda visited to share his experience 

of genocide. Two students from the school were interviewed: one effected by the cold face of 

war, the other who lived in a country under the threat of Taliban rule.  We fundraised, holding a 

non-uniform day. One cheque was sent to relieve victims of war in Syria. A second cheque 

was sent to Nasc – the Immigrant Support Service, who help with 

the integration of people affected by war.  A Junior Art competition 

succeeded in keeping the issue alive in the minds of our peers. 

For December, we wanted to highlight just how poor some people 

in Waterford City are.  We asked our fellow classmates, to help 

us, along with the St  Vincent de Paul, to buy toys for the poor 

children of Waterford. We displayed a giving tree – with tags    

representing the gift that each class donated for a poor child or 

adult in Waterford.  The Social Justice group enjoyed a trolley dash in Smiths toy store,   

spending €370 raised. A further €60 was spent on gifts for adults. In December we gave a 

Christmas concert to the senior citizens in Holy Ghost Hospital.  Later in December, we 

packed food hampers, which were distributed to some 4,452 families – the figure for Christmas 

2013, believed to be even bigger in 2014.  80 students joined a Guinness World Record      

attempt in the Peace Park – most people gathered in one place, pulling Christmas crackers.  

We broke the record – over 800 students – and raised €1600 for St Vincent de Paul.   

On December 8th, we welcomed Sr Anne Lyons another Presentation sister, who is continuing 

Nano’s single-minded dedication. Her inspiring words with the fifth years, encouraged them to 

find the beauty within themselves, in order to make good of their lives and work for social    

justice in their day-to-day lives. 

TY Gaisce Venture 

29 TY students and 5 staff have just  completed their Bronze Gaisce 

Venture Challenge.  On the first day they walked from Cheekpoint to 

Woodstown covering a distance of 13 kms in 4 hours.  They spent the 

night in the hostel in Woodstown, where they made the most of the 

beautiful weather and the beachside location.  The next day they 

walked 12 kms from Woodstown to Killea in 3 hours.  By the end of 

the Venture they had experienced the extremities of our Irish weather 

and returned home tired, sunburnt and wet!  



Ceolchoirm i gColáiste Na Maighdine  

There is a long history of Music in the Presentation Waterford.  

The tradition of the School Musical began in 1974 with ‘The 

Quaker Girl’.  This year’s production of ‘The Pajama Game’ 

played to an audience of over 1000 over 4 performances and 

was the school’s 30th production.  On March 16
th
 friends of the 

Presentation Secondary School were treated to yet another 

night of musical extravaganza.  A concert was performed by students of the school and they 

were joined by special guests, Ad Hoc and Voicemale. 

The concert was directed by music teacher, Mark Scanlon, who also performed with Ad Hoc 

and Voicemale.  The audience heard songs from  musical theatre 

such as ‘Naughty’ from  Matilda The Musical performed by Lauren 

O’Brien, ‘The Wizard and I’ from Wicked performed by Hayley 

O’Brien; ‘Falling Slowly’ from Once 

sung by Lauren O’Brien and          

accompanied on  piano by Robyn 

Reidy and ‘Quiet’ from Matilda The 

Musical performed by Tara            

Ramasawmy. 

There was Irish dancing by Jennifer Evans, Lauryn O’Shea Cronin & Ellie Roche.   

There were also many contemporary songs such as the ever       

popular Ed Sheeran song ‘Photograph’, performed by Leah Norris. 

The recently formed ‘5
th
 Year band’ versions of ‘Pumped Up Kicks’ 

and ‘Uptown Funk’ got the audience to their feet. 

In attendance at the concert were teachers and students from Lycee 

Jules Rieffel who had been visiting the Presentation as part of  an 

exchange in collaboration with the 

Town Twinning. 

Maybe the concert, just like the Musical, will now become part of 

the Pres tradition! 

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

Parents Association must say ‘Thank 
you and Farewell’ to Breda Hearne 
and Eileen Gould as their daughters 
have graduated from Colaiste na 
Maighdine.  We wish Breda and     
Eileen well and thank them for their 
great work and support throughout 
the years.   New members are always 
welcome to the Parents Association. 
More details in September.           
Have a lovely Summer.  

 

Good luck to all students who are sitting    

Junior Certificate, Leaving Certificate and 

Leaving Certificate Applied exams next week.   

 

Remember  - “You may never know what       

results come of your action, but if you do     

nothing there will be no result” - Gandhi 


