
WELCOME FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

We approach the end of another academic year as the final term of 2013-14 comes to a close.  Good 

look to all for the examinations period whether you are sitting our own house exams or a State    

Exam.  Particular good wishes to our Leaving Cert, Leaving Cert Applied and Junior Cert candidates.  

Always ensure that you are well prepared so that you may have the highest possible academic 

achievement.  Perhaps you can strive for an academic excellence award in your year group.  State 

Exam candidates can aim for a Bicentenary Award.  

2013-14 has been a wonderful sporting year for us, with great successes in basket-ball and camogie 

at all levels.  The icing on the cake was the crowning of our U16A basket-ball squad as All –Ireland 

League champions.  A wonderfully proud achievement for our school.  Congratulations to all. 

Good Luck to our Sixth years, wherever life may take you.  To all others: Enjoy the summer break, 

stay safe and return to us refreshed and ready for new challenges ahead in 2014-15. 

Mary Ryan 

Presentation Secondary School  

Summer Newsletter 2014 

TY Trip to Belfast — May 2014 

On May 20th, 30 TY students and 3 teachers went 

to Belfast.  Whilst there they did a bus tour of the 

city, taking in sights such as the Falls Road, 

Shankhill and the Peace Wall.  They visited the W5 

exhibition — Ireland's award winning science and 

discovery centre at the Odyssey.  They also visited 

Crumlin Gaol, which was a ’terrifying experience’ for 

some as they  visited the execution cell and the    

unmarked graves.  Then they went to the Ulster      

Museum where they heard the story of Takabuti, 

the mummy of an Egyptian lady. They also got an 

opportunity to visit Stormont, and no trip to Belfast 

would be complete had it not taken in the Titanic 

exhibition.  It was a wonderful experience and a 

great finale to a fantastic TY year. 

Waterford  St Herblain Town Twinning 

In March we hosted 24 students and 3 teachers 

from Lycee Jules Rieffel, St. Herblain.  We had 

first been approached by the Town Twinning 

Committee last May, to see if we were interested, 

and we thought it was too good an opportunity to 

miss.  On St Patrick’s Day, students from both 

schools walked in the parade, and then attended 

the Mayoral lunch in the Bridge Hotel.  The       

following day the students and their teachers 

came to our school to experience first hand the 

Irish educational secondary school system.  Our 

5th year students accompanied the St Herblain 

students to the Dunbrody Famine Ship and the 

JFK homestead. 

We hope that this 

is the beginning 

of a partnership   

between the two 

schools.  Plans 

are already being 

made to          

participate in the 

Erasmus+      

programme in 

2014—2015. 

 



CAREERS DEPARTMENT UPDATE 

UCC Easter Schools – taste of University life: 

7 of our 5th years enjoyed a week at UCC getting a taste of college life last month. It was a wonderful 
experience and all 7 really feel motivated to go on to university now. 

6th years: Grant applications: 

Students are encouraged to open their grant applications as soon as possible by logging on to the SU-
SI.ie website 

Support: 

If the exams don’t go as hoped , call into us in August to discuss your options and we will help to find 
a course to suit you. 

GUYS & DOLLS  

At TY induction day last September we couldn't wait to learn about what we would be doing that year, 

but there was one thing we were all really excited about, the musical. 

First of all Ms. McNamara gave us a clue, she rolled a dice across the floor, none of us got it.  So Mr. 

Scanlon then told us we would be performing ‘Guys and Dolls’.  None of us really knew this musical 

really well except for one very excited girl, Michelle, who left out a high pitched squeal of excitement. 

Dancing auditions with Pat Grant came first, then singing with Mr. Scanlon then acting with Ms. 

McNamara.  I was chosen as a dancer and we worked hard on our dances for the musical from very 

early on in the year.  At our first auditions everyone was reluctant but then we got into it.  Being picked 

as a dancer was one of the best things that could have happened to me all year.  Double dance every 

Thursday with Pat was one of the highlights of our week.  I would recommend for everyone to try their 

best at all auditions because the more involved you are the more fun you'll have.  

There's a lot more work to the musical than just rehearsing, there's fundraising, the artistic girls in the 

year work on the set and there's selling tickets.  One of the main ways we fundraise for the musical is 

selling tidal calendars.  We were each given 5 tidal calendars to sell to friends/family and we were all 

also given time slots in various shops around Waterford which we had to go to and try our best to sell 

the calendars.  I was surprised by how enjoyable selling them was and even more surprised that I was 

the top seller. 

Coming up closer to the musical we took a week off regular classes and dedicated our focus to the   

musical.  We were called over at different times depending on what scene we were in and what was 

being rehearsed.  By the end of the week we were running the musical the whole way through over and 

over again to try perfect it.  The Sunday technical rehearsal was a disaster!  Everything went wrong. 

There was no way we were ready to perform without a major improvement.  Although Monday’s dress 

rehearsal was a huge improvement it was still no where near good enough for show time the following 

day. 

We were all so nervous, waiting anxiously backstage Tuesday evening.  Ms. Brennan our back stage 

manager had to calm our nerves and as the show progressed and we became more confident and      

talkative she also had to keep us quiet, keeping the flashlight of shame close by her for anyone making 

noise. When it began we gave it everything we had and it went great and we all had so much fun. By 

the end of it we couldn’t wait to do it again. So you could imagine our devastation when we discovered 

that Wednesday night was cancelled due to the horrible weather.  We thought we would only get 2 

nights but lucky for us our teachers were willing to come in Friday night so we could do a third night. 

We all thought the musical was the best  

experience in TY and I'm sure everyone 

would love to do it again. You get out of TY 

what you put into it and the same goes for 

the musical.  It takes a lot of hard work and 

dedication but if you put in all the hard 

work the result should be amazing and it 

will be the highlight of your year. 

Megan Murphy 



SPORTS NEWS 

GO PRES!! ALL IRELAND CHAMPIONS!! 

The U16 team were crowned All-Ireland  U16 

‘A’ Basketball champions in a thrilling game in 

the National Basketball Arena at the 

beginning of March. Having narrowly lost out 

in the U16 ‘A’ Cup Final to Crescent 

Comprehensive by a single point two weeks 

earlier, the Pres girls were more than up for 

the game against a highly fancied Rathangan 

panel. The final score of 35 - 28 ... As 

captains Beth Carton and Becky Roche 

collected the Cup from the President of 

Basketball Ireland, the players celebrated 

what was a truly a fantastic performance 

from an exceptional team. 

The panel now have the opportunity to 

represent Ireland in the World Schools 

Games in Limoges France next April.  

Cogratulations to Annie Fanning who was 

awarded Basketball Irelands U16 National 

Player of the Year. Annie will also travel to 

Slovakia this summer as part of the Irish U16 

Basketball team who are competing in the 

European Championships. The U16 panels Most 

Valuable Player for 2013-2014 (MVP) was 

awarded to Stephanie Coldrick and Most 

Improved player (MIP) was awarded to 

Brianna O’Regan. 

The 1st Year Basketball (MIP Megan 

O’Connor/Toni Forristal and MVP Ife Olajide/

Robyn Morrissey) and 2nd Year Basketball 

(MIP Abigail Connolly/Sine Kamilindi and MVP 

Ruth Walsh/Maggie Fanning) panels both had 

very sucessful seasons both finishing 2nd in 

the Midlands. The 2nd Years also qualified 

for the All-Ireland playoffs in Dublin. 

The Senior Basketball team were Midlands 

Champions and All-Ireland Play-Off runners 

up (MVP Shannon Keane and MIP Chloe 

Morrissey) 

CAMOGIE UPDATE 

We had an incredibly successful year on the         

camogie scene at Presentation with our juniors    

going all the way to an All-Ireland final and our    

seniors narrowly losing out in the Munster semi-final.  

Senior News 

Our seniors bowed out at the Munster semi-final 

stage this year.  We had a very one sided win over 

Ard Scoil, Dungarvan in the quarter final 6-12 to 3-

02.  Our semi-final against Glanmire came too soon 

for us as we lost 7-06 to 4-08 on a day where we 

were  significantly understrength due to injuries.  We 

were level with five minutes to play but some late 

scores sealed victory for Glanmire. Glanmire went 

on to win the All-Ireland which shows just how near 

our senior team were.  It looks promising next year 

as all this year’s panel are available again. 

Junior News 

We had a long and memorable journey with our jun-

ior team this year.  We faced a stiff test on our first 

round match, narrowly defeating Doon 7-05 to 3-13. 

We had to dig deep to pull off a victory in this match, 

which got our season rolling.  In the quarter-final we 

defeated Youghal 7-09 to 7-06 and had a facile     

victory over Carrignavar in the semi-final 7-07 to 1-

01.   All roads led to Carriganore for our Munster  

final against Ennis where a big home crowd saw us 

crowned Munster champions on a scoreline of 4-08 

to 3-05.  This historic win follows on from our other 

two Munster titles claimed in the previous three 

years.  We then entered the All-Ireland series and 

had a big win against the Ulster champions,         

Ballymena prevailing 5-20 to 0-00.  In the All-Ireland 

final, perhaps the occasion got the better of us as we   

never got out of the blocks, losing to Mercy         

Roscommon 5-9 to 1-5. 

We rely heavily on the same group of players for 

both senior and junior so with all this success, we 

hope to see more girls try out for the school teams 

next year as we try to go one step further and claim 

an All-Ireland title.  Well done to all the players, both 

senior and junior and also to our TY coaches.  



     

That’s Maths Week 

In March we ran That’s Maths Week with our 

first year students   - the idea was to           

introduce to students the fact that we do not 

only use Maths in Maths class  - but          

Numeracy is across the curriculum.  The 

week was a great success and in a post 

That’s Maths Week survey  - 100% of 1st 

years agreed that Maths is used in all       

subjects. 

 

 

ACTIVE HISTORIAN COMPETITION 

The Active Historian competition once again 

showed us what talent our students have.        

This year, the standard was exceptionally high, 

and the  overall winner was Jade Flynn for her 

model of an Early Christian monastery.   

Well done to all. 

The Lourdes committee raised over 
€3000 to send four 5

th
 year students on 

the Pilgrimage to Lourdes in early June. 
Good luck to the following students who 
were chosen  -  

 Jade Conroy 

 Jane Crowley 

 Niamh Stafford 

 Niamh Browne 

RELIGION DEPARTMENT NEWS  - 

As a school we said good-bye to our school chaplain, Fr. Richard O’Halloran as he takes up 

his new role in the parish of Portlaw .  We are very grateful to him for all the support and   

guidance he has given us over the last ten years, and we wish him every success.  

All 4th 5th & 6th years went on retreat this term in St Paul’s Parish rooms, once again it was a 

wonderful experience.  

We celebrated our end of year mass in our parish church of St Paul’s and said good bye to 

the class of 2014 at their Graduation Mass in the school. 

An Post Competition Winners 

The A3 C.S.P.E. Group were runners 

up in a competition sponsored  by An 

Post.  The school received a prize of 

€500. This was used to buy a picnic 

bench for the school. Thank you A3’s.  

The girls had a trip to the cinema as a 

reward for the prize. 



 

 

    

 

 

TY Build A  Bank 
One of the many opportunities thrust upon me in Transition Year was  to be given the 

chance to take part in AIB Build A Bank Challenge 2013/2014. I along with five other    
classmates Beth Carton, Charlotte Kennedy, Megan Wall, Rhiannon Kavanagh and Rachel 
Paige were chosen after a long interview process with staff from our local AIB branch. 
When the team was finally chosen we began brainstorming ideas to create the best bank 
that we could.  We came to a unanimous decision and settled on “Sweet Savings” a bank 
that would not only help students to get into the lifelong habit of saving but would also give 
them a dose of sugar every time. 
 
After 4 months of running our bank it was time for us to take part in the regional finals which 
took place in the Silver Springs Hotel in Cork.  On the day we were up against thirty three 
other schools and some serious competition.  The judging process was easy for us after   
having an intense couple of weeks studying our bank until we knew it inside and out.  There 
were three  judges to whom you had to present your bank to, they asked us questions     
varying from our use of social networking to advertisement and encouraging customer      
loyalty but  because of all the previous work we had put in we were 100% prepared. 
                                                                       
When the judging process was complete we were 
called back and the top ten teams were called up 
onto the stage to give a two minute presentation to 
sell your bank for the last time.  There were so 
many impressive banks that day I really was not 
sure if we were going to make it.  However my   
worry was for nothing as we were called up fourth 
and I proceeded to give the speech I had already    
written and rehearsed so many times.   
               
Unfortunately the judges’ decisions we were not in 
favour of our bank progressing further in the     
competition.  
 
Although we were not fortunate enough to make it 
as far as the National finals in the RDS my time 
doing Build A Bank has been one of the most     
enjoyable experiences I have had throughout  
Transition Year and I would recommend every                                                                     
student who has the opportunity to try out for                                                                       
this challenge as it really is an experience like no other.  

Michelle Dalton 

TY Gaisce Venture 

20 TY students and 4 teachers have just  completed their 

Bronze Venture Gasice  Challenge.  On the first day they 

walked from Woodstown to Killea  and back to Woodstown, a 

total of 14 kms in 5 hours.  They spent the night in the hostel 

in Woodstown, where they made the most of the beautiful 

weather and the beachside location.  The next day they 

walked from Woodstown to Cheekpoint, 13 kms in 4 hours.  

The students were ably led by Mrs Begli, Ms Murphy, Ms  

Larkin and Mr Lynch.  By the end of the  Venture all were 

tired, sunkissed and sad to see an end to Transition Year. 



Business In The Community 

In January we began a new partnership with    

Waterford City Council through the Schools’   

Business Partnership.  This involved our school 

engaging in a programme that gave students a 

first hand insight into the world of work.  They 

learned how to write a CV, to prepare for          

interview, improve skills such as communication, 

team building and leadership.   They got an      

insight into the array of jobs available through a 

‘day in the life’ session when they went on a site 

visit to Waterford City Council.   

BITC Coordinator Louise Casey said that ‘links 

between local businesses and schools can have 

far reaching benefits for both sides of the link and 

she looks forward to the partnership between the 

Presentation and WCC growing over the coming 

years. 

Student Council 

It has been a very busy year for the Student Council — they have worked with school      

management to complete the Mobile Phone Policy and the   

Anti-Bullying Policy.  They ran a very successful Non-uniform 

day, which raised funds to  purchase outdoor seating.  It is      

wonderful to see students avail of the good weather and take 

their breaks outside.  Thanks to all.   

 

WSE/MLL 

This month we had a WSE/MLL 

inspection, the report will be is-

sued in October, it promises to 

be very favourable; the            

inspectors  were particularly           

impressed with the students, so 

well done to all. 

The Parents’ Association would like to 

thank all who contributed to the       

Defibrillator Fund. Parents/ staff    

contributions amounted to €539;         

donations from Class of 2009, €260 

and Class of 2008, €500.  

We can now purchase training for 6/8 

people and one defibrillator which will 

be presented to the school in the    

Autumn. We plan some other          

fundraising activities to purchase a 

second defibrillator —  all to support 

the health and safety of our daughters 

in school. 

Good luck to all students who are sitting Junior Certificate, Leaving Certificate and Leaving 

Certificate Applied exams next week.   

Remember  “I am  not telling you it is going to be easy — I’m telling you it’s going to be 

worth it” ~ Art Williams  


