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WELCOME FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

As the 2017/18 school year draws to a close I would like to thank all of our parents for their continued support of the school. I 

would also like to wish our Junior and Leaving Certificate students the very best as they face into the State exams. I am sure 

that all of the hard work will pay off.  

Our students have achieved many great things this year both academic and sporting. The school’s strong commitment to the 

community  has remained  through our continued involvement with St. Vincent de Paul, Waterford Chamber of Commerce and 

Green Schools to mention but a few. This year Second and Fifth Year students took part in Sci-fest at Waterford Institute of 

Technology with Mr. Lynch. This was our first time entering the competition and we were delighted that all of the groups     

excelled with our Fifth Year Group winning the Chemistry award. We hope to build on this success in science.  

I hope that you will enjoy reading about some of the events and initiatives that our students have been involved in since       

January. Now as we enjoy the summer break I’m sure all of our students will stay safe and we look forward to welcoming our 

new First Years as the class of 2017/18 graduate. 

Adrian Gibbs. 

SciFest  

This year we entered SciFest, under the direction of Mr Lynch and Aoife Nolan and Niamh Buck won 

the Best Chemistry Project -“Does the structure of fats affect their solubility?”  

Junior Participants:  

 Oliwia Kopezynska, Frances Drohan & Rebecca Cummins “How different salts crystalize” 

 Lily McGrath, Ava & Ella Murphy: “The chemistry of carbonation (fizzing)” 

 Eeman Fatima, Ana Maria Grigoras & Orla Rothwell “Milk and vinegar make plastic?” 

 Holly Meagher, Zoe Frampton & Shauna Hennessy  “ Enzymes in detergents” 

 Sophie Holohan & Laura Sullivan “How temperature affects magnets” 

 Gintaute  Skackauskaite, Niamh Sullivan & Pippi Hennessy “ Which fruit give the best DNA extraction” 

 Almira Shabani, Sophie Griffith & Kayla Dam Walsh “ Supertasters”     



Seachtain na Gaeilge 

There were lots of activities  

throughout the school to  celebrate 

Seachtain na Gaeilge.  All classes 

participated in Irish and cultural 

events such as music, dance, quizzes 

and artwork.  Bhain gach duine    

taitneamh as na himeachtaí go léir.  

The    winners of our 1st Year poster 

competition were; Klaudia Kogut in 

1st place and Ellen Riordain in 2nd place.  Comhghairdeas leo!   

6th Year students had a wonderful oppor-

tunity to visit Coláiste na Rinne in the Ring 

Gaeltacht on 15th March to enhance their 

spoken Irish just in time for the Leaving 

Cert oral Irish exams.  A great day was had 

by all.  Mar a deir an seanfhocal  

“Cleachtadh a dhéanann máistreacht!”  

 

TY Visit to Credit Union 

 

On Monday May 15th all TY En-

terprise Students visited the 

Credit Union at Upper Grange for 

the wrap-up session of their 

‘Clued-In’ programme. 

As part of the programme the 

students studied four modules 

which were delivered by their 

teachers. These were: 

 Money and Me  

 Budgeting 

 Debit and Credit 

 The Role of the credit  

union 

Each student also participated in 

a group project on one of the 

following topics 

 Saving at the credit union 

 Borrowing from the credit 

union 

 Foreign Exchange 

 Credit union services 

Four groups were selected, one 

on each topic, to present their 

project at the Credit Union. Each 

group received a generous mon-

ey prize, and every student in 

attendance on 15th May received 

a goodie bag. 

The Overall winners were Amy 

Cullen, Lolade Oriola, and       

Rebecca Troy with their project 

on ‘Saving with the Credit Union’. 

TY Success Skills  

This year we had Joe Dowling from Bausch and Lomb 

and Marian Fewer from AIB Lisduggan/WIT branch 

facilitating the Success Skills  Junior Achievement 

Programme with two groups of transition year stu-

dents. The students gained invaluable insight into the 

world of work, preparing a CV and participating in 

mock interviews as part of this programme. This  

programme helped the students to understand the 

practical and real opportunities that are available in 

local companies in Waterford and how best to      

present for interview and successfully get a job.  

F2 students enjoyed a wrap-up session and tour at 

Bausch and Lomb which was very enjoyable.   

Best Wishes to Ms. Halpin on her retirement and we wish her well for 

the future after her years of committed service to our school. 



ACTIVE HISTORIAN COMPETITION 

The Active Historian Competition has been  running in the school 

since 2006.  All 1st years are asked to make a model that               

represents a period in History that they have studied in 1st year.  

This competition is kindly sponsored by the school Tuck Shop.  The 

entries include  models of Newgrange, Early Christian  monasteries, 

Roman aqueducts, dolmens, Neolithic weapons.  Parents and 6th 

class  students from the Presentation Primary school attended an 

exhibition of the entries. 

RE Department News  

TYs, 5th & 6th Years all had      

retreats this term, facilitated by  

Declan Browne; the students 

found it to be a very worthwhile 

experience. 

We held our end of year mass in 

school on May 16th  and our 

Graduation Mass on Monday 

May 23rd.  Thank you to for     

Brother Ailbe celebrating with us. 

 

Head Girl & Deputy Head Girl 

As we say goodbye to the Class of 2017, we would like to thank our 

Senior Prefects and Head Girl Rachel Phelan and Deputy Head Girl  

Aisling O'Brien for all their work this year. 

Congratulations to the new Prefects and to our new Head Girl Ruth 

Walsh and Deputy Head Girl Megan Thornton. 

CEIST STUDENT LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

We were delighted to attend the third annual CEIST Student Leadership             
Conference on 14th March 2017, which took place 
in the DCU  Institute of Education, Drumcondra 
formerly known as St. Patrick’s  College. 

The day began at 10 am when students were     

addressed by the Archbishop of Dublin, Diarmuid 

Martin, who kindly called in to launch  proceedings.  

Nicole Turner a second year pupil in a CEIST school 

in Portarlington, Co. Laois and our youngest  Paralympian then spoke to the     

Conference about how she has shown leadership in her own field of swimming.     

Nicole’s ended her address reminding her fellow students of her motto - Dream it, 

Believe it , Achieve it. 

In the second part of the day students were divided up into workshops where they 

heard students from other CEIST schools make presentations on how they had 

shown leadership in their own schools. 

After lunch the students were addressed by the Minister for Education and Skills, 

Richard Bruton, who spoke to them about the challenges of being a leader today 

and how as future leaders they would have to make difficult decisions. The      

Minister allowed time for some questions and students asked him about the 

teaching of Irish in schools as well as the funding of Third Level and student fees. 

Pictured are—Megan Thornton, Ruth Walsh & Laureta Havioli with Archbishop of 

Dublin, Diarmuid Martin, Dr. Gareth Byrne, Senior Lecturer DCU Institute of      

Education and Director of Mater Dei Centre of Catholic Education, Ruth Gallen,     

Deputy  Principal, Dr. Marie Griffin, CEO, CEIST and Orla Bolger, Coordinator of 

Programmes. 

Lourdes Diocesan Pilgrimage 

3 5th Year students, Lauretta 

Havioli, Toni Hutchinson and    

Abigail Connolly are currently on 

the Diocesan Pilgrimage to 

Lourdes, we know it will prove 

to be a memorable experience 

for them. 



2016/17 Through the Eyes of a Second Year 

As we look back over the year, we’ve realised that we have achieved a lot. We have made many         

memories that we will cherish forever. 

Throughout the year we may have had our 

ups and downs but we’ve managed to over-

come all obstacles. 

 

We went around asking our class, “What are 

their   fondest memories of second year?”  

Answers included participating in Sci-Fest, playing on the basketball team, 

Zumba and most importantly strengthening our   friendships. We have 

also enjoyed our science classes, thanks to 

Mr. Barber and Mr. Clancy. 

 

Some activities our year have done are a   

Science Trip to Cork in September,  College       

Awareness Week in  November, JCSP 

Christmas party in December, Make a Book 

in March, Sci-Fest in May and most recently our 

Fun Day with Ms. O’Sullivan. 

 

It is hard to believe that at this time next year 

we will be all sitting our Junior Cert  exams. We 

have all been busy preparing for the exams this 

year. In Home Economics, we completed our cross stitch projects. They turned 

out great. The 2016/17 second year class is very creative.  

 

Time is going by so fast. We are all ready for the  summer holidays where we can relax and have a bit of 

fun. We will come back next year prepared for whatever the teachers can throw at us. Thanks for a great 

year. 

GIY 

1st yrs planting GIY Orchard with Mrs Beglin as part of a scheme to 

plant 100 Orchards around the country.  

SAP Landscapes HQ sent the bare rooted 

trees free of charge to Mrs Beglin. Apple 

Trees are James Grieve and Worcester 

Pearmain.  The Pear Trees are Beth and 

Conference and we have one Plum called Opal.   



Sports News 

Well done to all of the teams who have represented the school over the season. The 1stand 2nd year Basketball teams 

reached the knockout stages of the Midlands ‘A’ League and the U16 Basketball team reached the Semi-Final of the National 

Cup. The U19 team were Midlands Silver Medal winners, All-Ireland Cup Quarter-Finalists and All-Ireland League Semi-

Finalists. 

The school also had the honour of having 6 students train with Irish underage basketball panels throughout the year.  

The following students also received individual Sports Awards at the recent Graduation and Year 

Awards Ceremonies: 

1st Year Basketball: MIP Ciara Kirby and Leah Keane, MVP Aoife Grant and Opoeluwa Oladiti 

U16 Basketball: MIP Megan O’Connor, MVP Debbie Ogayemi and Robyn Morrissey 

U19 Basketball: MIP Ede Osarhieme, MVP Annie Fanning 

Junior PE Award: Caoimhe Hayes (2nd Year) and Shelly Rigby (2nd Year) 

Junior Sport Award: Bami Olukayode (3rd Year) and Ciara Butler (3nd Year) 

Senior Sport Award: Katie O'Keeffe (5th Year) and Chloe Dempsey (6th Year) 

Senior PE Award: Ciara Coady and Dominika Kuzniar 

Excellence in Sport Award: Brianna O’Regan (6th Year) 

Outstanding Commitment to Presentation Basketball Award: Libby Flynn, Sarah Kelly, Becky Wyse, Brianna O’Regan, Annie 

Fanning, Lauren Sullivan and Jordan Kervick. 

Outstanding Commitment to Presentation Camogie Award: Brianna O’Regan (6th Year) and Chloe Dempsey (6th Year) 

Ty Integrated PE Award: Rebecca Byrne, Shannon Lee Barrett, Megan Mullaly, Emily Dobbyn, Ellie Laffan and Leah Morrissey 

Congratulations also the following students who have been chosen as TY coaches and Sports Captains for the 2017-2018    

season: 

Sports Captains 

1st Year Basketball Kim Hennessy, Toni Forristal, Emily Dobbyn and Ellie Laffan 

2nd Year Basketball Shannon Lee Barrett, Robyn Reidy, Robyn Morrissey and Megan O’Connor 

Gaelic Football Katlynn Sinnott 

Weight Training/Fitness Emily Grant 

TY Coaches 

1st Year Basketball - Bridget Olohun, Melanie Cox, Debbie Ogayemi and Grainne Brown 

2nd Year Basketball - Heather Kelly-Oats, Lily McGrath, Bami Olukayode and Ciara Butler 

Gaelic Football - Georgia Kelly 

Athletics - Tara Ramasawmy 

Badminton - Amanda Goma Arnita Viece Tinashe Hogan 



Challenge to Change 

Challenge to Change is a project 

run for Presentation primary and  

secondary schools.  Students 

address a human rights issue, 

research it and challenge their 

peers and /or community to 

think differently about it.  This 

year the 5th years chose the issue 

of human trafficking.  They    

researched greatly on the topic 

and welcomed a speaker from Ruhama, an agency that res-

cues and helps to rehabilitate women in prostitution.  They 

created a power point and delivered it to senior               

classes.  They inspired 

5th year art students to 

produce their best 

work to date,         

composing  self-

portraits reflecting the 

two sides of modern 

slavery – the fake  

appearance and the 

devastating reality.  The girls took their project to Kilkenny, 

to join 15 other schools in the day-long  Challenge to 

Change seminar.  

St Vincent de Paul 

The New Year got off to a great start, as we attended our 

lunchtime meetings on Mondays and Thursdays. We began to 

prepare for our visit from the High Hopes Choir.  When the 

18 shoeboxes we           

prepared at  Christmas, 

arrived at the Men’s     

hostel, the choir,           

appreciative of our 

efforts, wished to      

schedule a concert in our 

school. Terence O’ Neill 

came to check out our social area and the planning got un-

derway.   Posters were created to generate interest among 

the student body.  Debbie  O’Halloran, Youth Development 

Officer with SVP,  continued to make her monthly calls and 

encouraged this latest  endeavour. 

March 23rd arrived and so too did 20 members of the High 

Hopes choir.  They sang many wonderful pieces of music, 

both as a collective and with individuals taking themselves 

out of their comfort zone.  One such member, a past pupil of 

our school, shared with us during her testimony, that quite 

literally the choir saved her life, as she was at a very low 

point in her life.  For the past three years, she has been    

soaring; such is the impact of being part of this special     

community of singers.  Mousy, another valued member    

explained how he has been reunited with his family after 20 

years and how the choir has given added meaning to his life.  

The event sent a shockwave through our school, inspiring and 

motivating us all.  The next day in class, students wrote down 

their reflections on the visit and the feedback was a               

re sounding success; its affect will live long in the memory … 

Our final activity for the year  involved all 21 students visiting, 

or returning to their old alma mater, Presentation Primary 

School, in order to conduct paired-reading with students in 

second class.  The SVP 

volunteers completed 

this over four Mondays 

and enjoyed making a 

difference in the lives of 

young people in our 

community.  The     

highlight for us all in SVP 

was a day in the WIT 

Sports’ Arena, at the SVP Youth Day on Thursday, 27th April.  

The students got to meet other like-minded, charitable      

people.  The presentations made by all 22 schools in the 

South-East region will further inspire us in the work we do 

next year. 

TY GRADUATION NIGHT 

TY Graduation Night took place on Thursday May 

25th. It was attended by the parents and guardians 

of the TY students, along with their teachers. The 

night was organised by TY  Coordinator  Katherine 

O’Sullivan and the Coordinator of Programmes Orla 

Bolger.  The night was a wonderful celebration of  

Transition Year, it was a great display of all the  

wonderful work that was done during the year and 

even included Carpool Karaoke! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured are Spirit of TY Awards recipients Leah  

Cooley & Katie Connell with Ty Coordinator        

Katherine O’Sullivan and Principal Adrian Gibbs. 



Transition Year Musical 

Legally Blonde Junior 

Summary 

Elle Woods (Emily Grant) has it all. She's the president of her sorority, a  

Hawaiian Tropic girl, Miss June in her campus calendar, and above all, a 

natural blonde. She dates the cutest fraternity boy on campus and wants 

nothing more than to be Mrs. Warner Huntington III. But, there's just one 

thing stopping Warner (Joanna Meaney) from popping the question: Elle is 

too blonde. Growing up across the street from Aaron Spelling might mean 

something in LA, but nothing to Warner's East-Coast blue blood family. So, when Warner goes to  Harvard Law and reunites with 

an old sweetheart from prep school, Elle gets into Harvard, determined to 

win him back. But law school is a far cry from the comforts of her poolside 

and the mall. Elle must fight for her guy, for herself and for all the blondes 

who suffer endless indignities every day. 

Characters -  

Elle woods  Emily Grant  

Warner Huntington III Abbey O’Sullivan   

Emmet Forrest Joanna Meaney 

Vivienne Kensington Amy Cullen   

Enid Hoopes Rebecca Troy 

Paulette Leah Cooley 

Brooke Wyndham Lauren O’Brien 

Callahan Jade Wiles 

Kyle Katie Connelly      

Margot (Ava Kiely),  Serena (Robyn Reidy), Pilar (Annie-Rae Hurley-Quinn) Gaelen (Robyn 

Morrissey), Kate (Jodie Fagan), Saleswoman (Elisha Holohan), Store manager (Leah Cullen), Grandmaster Chad (Katlynn Sinnott), 

Lowell (Chloe Prendergast), Jet Blue Pilot (Toni Forrestal), Aaron Schultz (Cora Prendergast), Sundeep Agrawal Padamadan 

(Mirjana Stevanovic), Whitney (Megan O’Neill), Prison Guard (Faith O’Neill), Cashier (Rebecca Byrne), Stylist (Lauren Robinson), 

Bookish Client (Casey Roche), Judge (Jodie Lacey), Kiki the   colourist (Emma Weldon), Chutney Wyndham (Kim Hennessey), Bail-

iff (Ellen Walsh), Sabrina (Laura     Byrne), Dewey (Megan O’Connor), Pforzheimer (Molly Griffin). 

Delta Nu  Kate Power, Rachel Flannery, Lauren Barry, Sarah Louise Connors, Emma Marshall, Rebecca O’Grady, Sophie Mulley, 

Chloe O’Sullivan, Brooke Ryan, Anne English 

Frat boys Valeria Liankevich, Patrycja Ambicka,  Julia Sieniawska, Ciara Melay, Megan O’Connor,  

Harvard law students Emily Grant, Amy Cullen, Rebecca Troy, Cora Prendergast, Rachael Bolger, Megan O’Neill,  

Video performers Lauren O'Brien, Marcelina Tokar, Lauren Walsh, Laura Byrne, Salome 

Keidia  

Salon Patrons & Salon workers Lauren Robinson, Rebecca Byrne, Marleen, Casey Roche 

Riverdancers Emily Flynn, Megan Elliott, Megan O’Neill, Chloe Prendergast, Sylvia 

Obuzu, Rachael Bolger, Leah Morrissey, Kate Connelly, Faith O’Neill,  

Behind the scenes 

Props  Leah Keating, Nadia Moran 

Promotional Poster  Michelle Phelan 



Book Lists 

Book Lists for 20172018 are now ready.  Books can be paid for any morning      

between 10am –3pm up to June 29th 2017.  Payments may also be made  - 

 Tuesday 4th July from 10 am -12pm 

 Tuesday 1st August from 10am -12pm 

Book Rental office no: 051-377303    

Parents Association 

Thank you once again to the members of the 

Parents Association for all their work and sup-

port throughout the year. Their table decora-

tion, festive balloons and serving of refresh-

ments added to the occasion of the Leaving 

Cert Graduation on May 22nd.   

A huge thank you and best wishes to Gaye  

Fortune members who will be finishing her 

term with the Parents Association this year. 

Gaye has been a loyal and committed member 

of the PA, always been there for support,        

guidance and practical help and always had the 

interests of the pupils, parents and school at 

heart. We also appreciate the friendly, sociable 

and enjoyable PA meetings.  

BORD GAIS STUDENT THEATRE AWARDS 

We were shortlisted for the Bord Gais Student      

Theatre Awards fore Best Costume for the TY 2016 

Production of the Lion King.  Unfortunately we did 

not win but we had a wonderful day at the ceremony 

in the Bord Gais Theatre, Dublin.  

Brenda Holden RIP 

In January we lost a valued member of our 

school community, Brenda Holden.  Brenda 

worked with our school for nearly 20 years as 

part of the WSCP team. In April we held a    

Prayer Service for Brenda’s family, friend and 

colleagues, giving us an opportunity to pay  

tribute to Brenda and the lasting impact she 

had on our school. 

CAO Change of Mind/PLC applications 

The CAO change of mind facility opened in May and 

will remain open until JULY 1st at 5.15pm.          

Students are reminded to be careful to place CAO 

courses in order of preference and not to make 

hasty changes after they sit their exams. All 6th 

years have been given a pack of information which 

includes dates, deadlines and contact information 

over the summer.  Best of luck to all our 6th years 

sitting exams. Some students have been already 

offered their PLC places, so congratulations and 

well done to you.  The Guidance Counsellors will be 

here to  support all students in August when the 

results and offers come out. 



Transition Year 2016-2017 

Transition Year has been one of the best years in our school lives. It was a 

break from the academic pressures of the Junior Cert, providing many 

experiences and opportunities that are very beneficial to us.  

In September, we started Transition 

Year with fun packed and team    

bonding activities. We took a trip to 

Shielbaggan Outdoor Education Cen-

tre. Some of the activities included, surfing, archery, rock-climbing and 

caving. Surfing was an amazing experience. Many were afraid to try it, 

but with the encouragement of their newly made friends they just dived 

into it. Archery, Rock-climbing and caving were real team bonding      ex-

periences, it pushed us out of our comfort zones and forced us to not only learn new skills but also learn 

about our classmates.  

When we thought we were going to have a break of the adventurous activities, 

our TY Co- Coordinators surprised us by breaking the news and told us that we 

would be cycling the Waterford Greenway. What we thought would be a little 

cycle turned out to be the longest ‘little cycle ‘of 36km. Better still we had to  

cycle this in the rain. As much as we complained, we still enjoyed the day. 

When we first came into TY, we were convinced that our TY Musical would be 

‘High School Musical’. You should have seen 

our faces when we were told we were actually 

going to be performing ‘Legally Blonde Jr’. This 

was the biggest activity on our TY calendar. It was extremely stressful but in 

the end we pulled off an amazing three nights of singing, dancing and 

acting. It brought us all together as a year group as everyone was involved, 

whether it was onstage or backstage.  

Throughout the year we visited the colleges UL and WIT. We had the 

chance to attend talks on the courses we might be interested in the future. We also had free time where we 

had the chance to look at college life and explored the campus.  

On Wednesday 24th, the TY group 2016/17 graduated after having a very successful completion of the year. 

We were awarded with many different achievements we got involved in throughout the year, including, the 

Bronze Gaisce Awards, Irish Orals, St Vincent de Paul, First Aid etc. The night gave Third Year parents, our 

parents and most importantly ourselves an insight into the hard work we accomplished.  

To conclude, TY has been a very beneficial year to us. It was definitely not a ‘doss year’ as it helped us to   

develop, improve our skills and made us more confident young women. We would highly recommend this 

journey that brought our group closer.  After a wonderful year in TY, we now feel more ready to hit the 

books and get ready for Fifth Year.  

By Robyn Morrissey and Lolade Oriola  


