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Presentation Secondary School 
Christmas Newsletter 

December 2016. 

December 2016 

 
WELCOME FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
Christmas is upon us and 2016 has been another busy year at Coláiste na Maighdine. There has been 
much success both sporting and academic.  
This year Mr. Murphy, Ms. Doyle and a dedicated team of students completed a number of goals and 
tasks so that our school could be awarded an Amber Flag which proudly flies along with our green 
flags.  The Amber Flag is a symbol that promotes positive mental health and we are delighted to be 
able to promote positive mental health in our school community. 
Recently at our First Year Parents Coffee Morning First Year students along with their Year Head Ms. 
Beglin planted three new apple and two new pear trees which will bear fruit this coming summer.  
In Second Year a group of Science students are preparing to enter Sci-fest in WIT this coming spring 
with their teacher Mr. Lynch.  
A class of Transition Years completed a course in Coding with Waterford Institute of Technology and 
Ms. Power this December and a second group will begin in January.  
In Fifth Year students of Politics and Society completed a full term of the new Leaving Certificate 
subject. We are one of a small number of schools selected to deliver this new and innovative subject.   
Many of our students continue to volunteer their time with charitable organizations such as St. 
Vincent de Paul and they have been highly praised by these organizations for their commitment.  
Please remember to check our website for up to date information regarding school life.  
I would like to take the time to thank the parents of our students for their continued support of the 
school, and I hope that I hope that you will enjoy our newsletter, that should give you an insight into 
some of the achievements and activities that took place this year. 
With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year, 
 

Adrian Gibbs  
School Principal 
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Health and Well Being Week 
The Presentation Secondary School concluded another 
very successful Health and Well Being Week in 
October.  Many activities took place during the week, 
including a sponsored walk, a whole school activity 
whereby staff and students all took part in a dance 
routine led by Jacqui Watson. During the week they also 
raised their Amber Flag, which is awarded schools who 
promote mental health, with the message that ‘It’s ok 
not to be ok’. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Green Schools  
Presentation Secondary School Green Schools 5 minute Beach 
Clean –Up, Tramore Beach, September 20th.  The initiative was led 
by the school’s Green School Committee Chairperson Kate 
Doherty and the current Green Schools Water Ambassador for 
Munster Jane Myers.  This was part of the school’s action  
plan for the Water Flag Application. The school already has 2 
Green Flags and is hoping to get it’s third. 
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Presentation Awards Night 2016 
 
Awards Night at Presentation Secondary School took place on Tuesday 25th October 2016. Awards 
were presented by Mayor of Waterford City and County, Councillor Adam Wyse.  Head Girl, Rachel 
Phelan, extended a warm welcome to the Mayor and thanked him for his visit.   
 
The Mayor addressed the student body and encouraged them all to work their best to be the best 
 possible version of themselves.  He congratulated them on their recent ‘Health and Well Being 
Week’ which sought to promote physical and mental well-being.   
 
He also congratulated the school on the recent appointment of Jane Myers and Rachel Phelan as 
Green-Schools Ambassadors. The Green-Schools Water programme, operated by An Taisce and 
supported by Irish Water, recognise the dedication and innovation shown by schools that have been 
working on the Water theme and are receiving the Green Flag award for Water this year. 
 
Awards Night provides an opportunity for the school to recognise achievements both inside and 
outside the classroom. All recipients, along with their families and teachers, were congratulated by 
the Mayor and by the School Principal, Adrian Gibbs. 
 
Business and Academic Awards were presented by Peter Farrell from Lisduggan District Credit 
Union. The principal acknowledged the generous donation by LDCU to the school as part of its five-
year secondary schools’ initiative. 
 
Following the presentation of awards, the Principal Adrian Gibbs spoke about the commitment of 
the teaching and support staff ensures the best possible promotion of a holistic education.  Much of 
this work is done on a voluntary basis and he paid a particular compliment to the staff of Colaiste na  
Maighdine, who despite the effects of austerity, still continue to volunteer their time to extra-
curricular activities and school planning. Their absence of cynicism and their contribution to the life 
of the school is a real tribute to the Presentation ethos.  
 
In his concluding remarks Mr Gibbs spoke of a recent Management Leadership and Learning Follow 
–Through Inspection.  He was delighted to announce that  
 
‘Senior management and staff have embraced change and improvement in a very pro-active manner 
and this has resulted in significant progress in all aspects of leadership and management and in the 
progression of students’ academic and pastoral welfare.’ 
  
 
He reiterated the inspectors’ observations that  
 “Presentation Secondary School continues to be an inclusive school with a strong ethos of care and  
concern for the student’s social and academic needs”. 
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Social Justice Group 
“Spend yourselves for the poor”  
These are the words of Venerable Nano Nagle, and the foundation on which our social justice group 
is built.  This year, the Transition Year classes have been learning through their lessons, that there 
are many ways in which one may be poor – whether it is material poverty, to be spiritually poor or to 
be emotionally deprived.  With this in mind, the Nagle Foundation, in its second year, has tailored 
the activities they wish to complete, hoping to fill a void the in lives of those in need.   
 
In TY Religion class, the students have been reminded of the UN Declaration of Human Rights, and  
agreed that there are many rights denied to people in our local, national and international 
communities.  But whose responsibility is it - to see that these rights are observed and honoured?  It 
is our collective responsibility – to fulfil a need - as we see fit in our world.  That is why on Saturday, 
October 15th – twelve TY students gave two hours of their free time, on a Saturday, to get involved 
in the annual St Vincent de Paul bag-packing fundraiser in our local Dunne’s Stores.  Doing the bag 
pack helped the girls realise the generosity of those around us. Not only did the girls respond to a call 
in our community, a letter written to our school, praised those same girls for the manner in which 
they presented themselves.  The society had the height of gratitude for their involvement in social 
action.  This first activity of the year – enacts exactly what Nano Nagle wished for – students of 
Colaiste na Maighdine : “spending themselves on the poor”.  A further six students volunteered on 
the streets of Waterford in December, in the annual bucket collection.   
 
The work of social justice does not just have to be of a fund-raising nature.  Links can be made with  
groups in our area, which help to foster and enhance a stronger community spirit.  That is why the 
TYs have organised a disco for the Presentation Primary School.  Networking has been done 
between our two schools, which we are sure will help with the eventual transition of those same 
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young girls into school here.  A playlist have been produced, invitations have been created and 
money collected among the TY girls, to provide goody bags.  The disco had to be postponed due to a 
visit from the Mayor, but we hope to reschedule in the New Year. 
 
The group’s busiest time has been over the past next few weeks; rolling out the two activities they 
are passionate about.   They wish to provide hygiene packs for the men taking refuge in the 
homeless hostel in Waterford City.  Students called into classes and collected over lunch breaks, 
appealing to their peers, to take note of this request and again, our collective responsibility as a 
community to look after the most vulnerable.  Students were asked to bring in toiletry items, hats 
and scarves and perhaps a treat for those who have found themselves with very little in life – 
especially at a time in the year, when many of us indulge ourselves too much.  

 
A second appeal made at this time of the year is for the annual 
toy collection. Last year, the students and staff of this school, 
responded most generously, offering 700 euro in cash and 100 
euro worth of vouchers.  There is an expression which states 
that it is in giving that we receive.  The delight some of us 
witnessed last year, filling four trolleys in Smyth’s Toy store, 
with anything from a Frozen costume, to a cuddly toy, was life-
giving.  All children should receive a toy for Christmas but with 
1 in 9 families in Waterford, that’s 4500 families, seeking the 

help of St Vincent de Paul, there are many children who may not get to escape poverty this 
Christmas.   
 
On the topic of the joy of giving, the Nagle Foundation wish to give back to the students of Colaiste 
na Maighdine, by organising a day of fun.  They plan to have a field day in the spring.  As previously  
mentioned, social justice is not just about asking for money.  It also endeavours to raise emotions 
and make hearts swell with love and light.  The TYs wish to organise a day, where all year groups will 
bond while enjoying themselves.  All the old classic games will be on offer.  Egg and spoon, three-
legged race and much more.  They wish to enhance the community spirit in our own school.  The 
ethos of St Vincent de Paul includes person-to-person contact, with people who have a variety of 
needs.  We believe this day of fun will reach out to those emotionally or mentally struggling and give 
them a day to let off some steam and laugh.  
 
The TYs were asked to say why they joined SVP and what it means to them 
– Here are some of their responses –  
“We feel that it is our duty to help others to the best of our ability.” 
 “We joined SVP to connect with our community and to make a change, 
even if it’s a small change. It’s important to us to help out people in need, 
whether it’ll make a drastic or minor change, for the better, to their life.”  
“Being part of SVP makes us realise how fortunate we are, how much 
gratitude we should have, and to appreciate the things in our everyday life.” 
“Responsibility for caring for people in need belongs to each of us” 
The girls have created a power point on SVP and its founder, Frederic Ozanam.  It will be shared with 
all classes in the New Year. Blessed Federic’s faith called him to action.  We asked our students to 
respond to their faith.  As Matthew’s Gospel states “For where two or three gather in my name, 
there I am with you. People often ask where God is in these times of struggle.  The answer is where 
ever there is love, there you will find God. For God is love and will be found where ever we are, 
showing love for our fellow human, particular our fellow human, in need. 
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Transition Year 
 

   
 
Greenway Cycle 9th Sept Comeragh Walk 15th Sept   Shielbeggan OEC 8th Sept 
 
Transition Year by Lolade Oriola 
 
Monday 29th of August was the start of the Transition Year Programme. We were introduced and given 
information about Ty on the Induction Day. We took on a positive approach to Ty, instead of “I can’t “it 
is “I got to “. 
Thursday 8th Sept was our first trip in Ty. Since we have a big year group, we have to split in to two 
groups. One group went to Shielbeggan Outdoor Education Centre in Wexford and the other group went 
cycling on the Waterford Greenway. In Shielbeggan the students got an opportunity to do activities 
such as surfing, caving, rock climbing and archery. We had to cycle 30 km on the Greenway with a break 
for lunch in between cycling. On Friday 9th Sept the groups switched activities. 
On wed 14th Sept we received our Junior Cert results. After a long wait were now able to relax. The next 
day we went on a Comeragh Mountain walk. It was a nice sunny day and we were out in the fresh air 
enjoying ourselves as a group after our results. We hiked up the mountain and had lunch by the lake. We 
also had a sing song on the way down the mountain.  
All our students take part in an integrated P.E. programme with the Belmont service users. We find it 
very enjoyable and it is a nice way to spend our P.E. classes. On Thurs 22nd Sept we were given a tour of 
Belmont in Ferrybank. There we got to see the activities done by the service users and got an insight in 
to the organization. 
On Thurs 20th Oct we attended our first College Open Day in U.L. This trip was planned to help us Ty’s 
make a decision or direct us to an area we would like to study when we finish our secondary education. 
Students attended talks on a course that appealed to them. We also got a feel for what college life is 
like. It was a beautiful day for all the students who attended. 
From November 14th to 25th, we went on our Work Experience / Community work. The school provided us  
with work placements for our community work but we had to look for our work placements ourselves. At 
the end of our placement, many came back with positive reports and some even prefer working to going 
back to school! 
This was beneficial to our students as it prepares them for the working environment by experiencing it.  
On the 14th December, TYs hosted a Christmas party for the Belmont service users. It was an enjoyable 
day with singing, dancing and musical statues. It was surely a highlight of TY so far. 
On Thursday 15th December we had a chance to showcase our products from our mini-companies at the  
Trade Fair. We also had a chance to sell our products and hopefully to make a profit. 
Before starting Transition Year, we were all anticipating which Musical we would do. At our Induction 
Day we were told that we would do “Legally Blonde “. We have gone through many auditions and now 
we have a cast. We are really busy preparing for the Musical. We raised money for it by selling Tidal 
Calendars in different locations across the city. We are very excited for this musical and look forward to 
seeing you on the 14th/15th and 16th of February. Tickets are available from Ms. O’Sullivan and from the 
TY students in the school. 
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TY has been enjoyable so far and we are looking forward to what the next term hold for us. We will 
continue to have a positive attitude to everything that is put towards us this year. 

Lolade Oriola 

 
Forthcoming Musical “Legally Blonde The Musical Jr.” 
 
 

 
Preparations are busily underway for our forthcoming 
musical “Legally Blonde”.  Students are excited in their 
rehearsals and really looking forward to presenting a great 
show. The musical will be presented in our school gym in 
February and promises to be a treat for all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Transition Year Trade Fair Dec 2016 
 

Our Trade Fair event occurred on Thurs 15th December and brisk 
trade was reported from all of our participants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transition Year Christmas Party 
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TY Reflection  
 
Prior to beginning to TY I was unsure as to how this year was going to benefit me, but now almost four  
months into the year my opinions have completely changed. Due to the change in class groups I've had 
the opportunity to get to know some of girls I wouldn't have known too well from first to third year.  
 
I was really excited to be chosen to participate in the new TY subject-coding. It enables us to learn new 
computer skills which are viable in today's economy. The WIT lecturers Siobhan Drohan and Rosanne  
Birney did the course with us and I feel they are brilliant ambassadors for this subject.  
 
Back in September, Ms. McNamara and Mr. Scanlon announced that the TY musical would be “Legally 
Blonde”. We did our singing, dancing and acting auditions and the cast was finally announced and I am  
super excited to be a part of it.  
 
Our first trips as a TY group were to the greenway cycle and Shielbeggan outdoor education centre. The 
Greenway cycle was challenging but really rewarding and such a good experience. The following day in 
Shielbeggan we had so much fun surfing and caving. These two trips really helped us bond as a year 
group  
in a fun environment.  
 
After we received our Junior Certificate results, we went on a hike up the Comeragh Mountains. It was a  
great way to unwind from the stress of results day and everyone had a really good time. 
 
In October we went to the UL open day. This was a great opportunity to avail of the talks held by 
lecturers in different subjects which may be of interest to you in the future and to get a feel for the 
complex.  
 

Jade Wiles 

 
 
RELIGION DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 
In keeping with tradition we began our academic year by gathering as a school community to    
celebrate mass in St. Paul’s church.  Fr. Pat Fitzgerald, our parish priest, presided over the mass. 
 

We celebrated Presentation Day by gathering in the school  
to reflect on the work of Nano Nagle, with a particular 
emphasis on how she has inspired the work of our Social  
Justice Group. We were delighted to welcome Br Brid, Sr De 
Lourdes and Sr Josephine to our celebration. 
 
As we prepared for Christmas, we went to St. Paul's church  
for our Carol Service; it gave us all time to   reflect on the 
true meaning of Christmas. 

 
The Leaving Cert students all went on their retreat last month; it was a great experience for the girls, 
giving them much needed time-out from school after their exams and allowed time to take some 
time to reflect. 
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LIONS YOUTH AMBASSADOR AWARD 
 

Congratulations to Jane Myers 
who was a finalist in the Lions 
Youth Ambassador Awards 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Sports News 
 
Well done to the U 19 Basketball team who were the Midlands ‘A’ League runners-up losing a 
thrilling final to Portlaoise. The team will now represent the Midlands/Southeast in the All-Ireland 
Play-Offs in January. The U19s also progressed to the quarter finals of the National Cup, losing out to 
last years Champions, Holy Faith, and Clontarf. 
 
Under 16 Basketball Team. 
The U16 basketball team finished third in the Midlands ‘A’ League. 
They have also qualified for the semi-finals of the National Cup.  
This will be played in the National Basketball Arena  
on January 13th. 
Congratulations to Robyn Morrissey (TY) and Debbie Ogayemi  
(3rd Year) who have been selected for the Irish U 16 Basketball 
Panel. Both girls spent 5 days recently attending an international 
tournament in Belarus. 
Here is an account of how the girls got on... 
“We travelled to Belarus for five days with the Irish U16 basketball team. It was such a great experience. 
It  
was very cold and also snowing, the coldest it got was -110C. We had so much fun having snowball 
fights  
and making snow angels. The bonding we did as a tem made the experience even better. 
We played three games in Belarus, with each player playing two games each. We played against 
Poland, Belarus and Lithuania. They were good games but tough. We lost against Lithuania by one 
point, making for  
an intense game. We walked off the court knowing that we had put up a hard fight for the match.” 
 
Congratulations to Ciara Butler (3rd Year) and Bami Olukayode (3rd Year) who have been selected 
for the Irish U 15 Basketball Panel. 
 
Well done to the 1st and 2nd year basketball panels who are training hard for their league games 
next term.  The 2nd year team will be captained by Ginti Skackauskaite and Ronnie Walker. The 1st 
year team will be captained by Taylor Hearn and Opeoluwa Olajide. 
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Home School Liaison 
 
Coffee Morning 
On Thursday 1st December First Year students hosted a Coffee Morning for their Parents. 
They danced and sang beautifully and put on a funny sketch. Some of their Artwork and Sewing was 
on display as well as posters from various subjects. Well done to C1, C2, C3 and their Teachers. 
 
GIY Orchard In An Hour 

After the Coffee Morning First Year students planted 5 fruit trees in 
the school grounds. These were supplied by GIY Grow It Yourself 
as part of a scheme to plant 100 Orchards around the country. SAP 
Landscapes HQ sent the bare rooted trees free of charge to Mrs. 
Beglin. Fran from Tory Services chose a 
suitable sunny sheltered site and staked out 
the area. Billy Collins dug 5 holes to prepare 
the ground for planting.  The Apple Trees 
are James Grieve and Worcester Pearmain. 

The Pear Trees are Beth and Conference and we have one Plum called Opal.  
Sophie Burns, Katelyn Connors, Emily English, Helen McDonagh and Alyssa 
Whelan planted the trees with the help of Michael Caulfield and the 1st yrs. 
The trees were staked to make sure they will grow straight. Ms. O’Sullivan 
took photos of the event.  
Molly-Mai Flynn and Saoirse Ivory Sweeney stayed behind during lunchtime to finish off the job. This  
week Luana dos Santos Silva and Herika Guimaroes checked on the trees and added some fertiliser.  
We are looking forward to beautiful blossom in the spring and fruit in the autumn. 
 
 
Parents’ Classes 
This term Parents have been attending classes in school. On Tuesdays there is Sewing with Rita at 
9.15-10.45. On Wednesday mornings Alison has been helping parents to de-stress with Relaxation 
classes.  
We had Zumba with Nikki in October and this will resume in January with Adriana on Thursdays 
9.30-10.30am. We look forward to more parents attending classes in 2017. 
 
The Local Education Committee, consisting of parents and the Home School Community Liaison 
Coordinators from the five schools in the area, are working on a project relating to Mental Health 
and Well-Being. More information will be available regarding this in the New Year. 
 
Pauline Beglin HSCL Co-Ordinator would like to thank all the parents she has met, since September.  
We in school appreciate your interest in your daughter’s education and welfare and look forward to  
working closely with you in 2017. 
 
Congratulations 
 
“Sarah Kelly, 6th year, will travel to Carnegie Hall in New York in January to perform with the multi 
award winning WIT Youth Choir.  This is a wonderful opportunity - Waterford can be proud.   Good 
luck Sarah. Looking forward to hearing all the stories!” 
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Art News 
Congratulations to all the First Year students who participated in the Waterford News and Star 
Christmas Supplement cover competition, including Ciara McCabe, Meng Ying Chen, Ellen Riordan, 
Alyssa Whelan, Ellie Reid, Ciara Kirby, Margaret O’Connor. 
 
Maths Club 
 
Congratulations to the following students that finished in the top 3 of our Khan Academy Maths 
Challenge: 
1. Klaudia Kogut (C1)   
2. Adriana Grigoras (C1)  
3. Karla Potocnik (D3)  
Maths club continues after Christmas for all First and Second years on Mondays at 1:20pm in room 
22. Come along and have some fun with Maths! 
 
 
Science News 
Presentation Waterford 2nd year Science trip, 30 September 
2016 20 of our second year science student went on a trip to 
Cork City to visit local science exhibitions and facilities, 
organised by Science teacher Eoin Lynch. 
They had an early start, 7.30 am, and arrived in Lifetime Labs  
on the Lee Road at 10.00am. This facility served as the water 
treatment plant for Cork city for many years.  After it was shut 
down it was refurbished into an interactive science gallery and 
exhibition centre showcasing the engines and processes used to 

produce drinkable water.  
After this they went to Cork Institute of Technology for a tour of 
the campus including the science laboratories. Finally they 
visited Blackrock Observatory.  Here they were treated to a 
show about the different constellations and how to map the 
stars.   
They also learned about the castle and how it was used to 
defend Cork harbour from pirates.  
Our second years thoroughly enjoyed their day out and they’re 

eager to begin their science projects for SciFest ® in May 2017.  
 
 
Garden Bird Survey 
Don’t forget to keep up your Garden Birds Survey over 
Christmas for Mr. Clancy. Make sure to put out some food 
especially seeds on cold days.  
Make sure to make in the highest number of each species that  
you see together each week.  
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College Awareness Week 
 
November 21st – 26th was National College Awareness Week.  
We were delighted that we were given the opportunity to 
participate in this event.  During the week all of our second year 
students went to WIT, where they were introduced to college life. 
They visited the main campus and also went to the Carriganore 

campus where they 
participated in team 
challenges.  Some Leaving 
Cert students attended a 
talk in WIT where Senator 
Grace O’Sullivan was the keynote speaker. Grace summed up 
the message we hope all involved took from the week; 
namely the importance of reaching up and grabbing with 
both hands the educational opportunities that are on offer, 
and so hopefully, become more "College Aware". 

 
  
 
JCSP News 
 
The 2nd and 3rd Year JCSP programmes are in full swing. 3rd years have had a busy term continuing 
the Word Millionaire Initiative and all have completed several books including “Missing Sister”. They 
ended the term with a Christmas Celebration in Espresso on Friday 16th December. 
2nd years are gardening with Ms. O’ Shaughnessy every Wednesday and have been planting, 
weeding and watering their garden. This is part of the Make a Book project which will take place in 
February 2017. Well done girls for all the hard work. Girls will enjoy a Christmas celebration on 
December 20th in the GP area with all the JCSP Team. 
Ist Year students will participate in a Reading Initiative in the New Year. Boxes of Books are being  
prepared for each 1st year group. 
Thanks to the School Completion Team, led by Sharon Walsh, for their hard work on the 
Programme. 
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Smaoineamh don Nollaig 
 
 
 
Cuireadh do Mhuire  
 
An eol duit, a Mhuire,  
Cá rachair i mbliana,  
Ag iarraidh foscaidh  
Do do Leanbh Naofa,  
Tráth a bhfuil gach doras  
Dúnta ina éadan,  
Ag fuath is uair  
An chine dhaonna?  
 
Deonaigh glaca  
Le cuireadh uaimse  
Go hoileáin mara  
San Iarthar cianda.  
Beidh coinnle geala  
I ngach fuinneoig lasta  
Is tine mhóna  
Ar theallach adhainte.  
 
--le Máirtín Ó Direáin, 1942 
 


