
  
On Tuesday the 9

th
 of March, all of the TY’s got the opportunity to 

attend the Shine festival, which is held to celebrate and empower 

women all over Ireland. The event is usually held in the WIT 

Arena, but due to Covid-19 was held online. Over 20,000 girls from 

over 100 schools tuned into the festival.  

  

We got to hear from a multitude of inspirational women, 

from scientists and journalists to TV personalities and activists. It 

was a joy filled day and I’m sure I speak for all students when I 

say it made a great impact on us and gave us the confidence to 

know that we can do anything we want in life.   

 

Here’s what 

everyone’s been 

up to! 

Women’s History Month is a dedicated month to reflect on the often-

overlooked contributions women have made throughout history in 

science, politics, law, sports, the arts, entertainment, and many other 

fields. While figures such as Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Harriet 

Tubman, Amelia Earhart, Eleanor Roosevelt, Rosa Parks, Margaret 

Thatcher, Rosie the Riveter and Betty Friedan are often associated 

with Women's History Month, there are countless extraordinary 

women who have earned their place at the table. 

 

The timeline of this event stretches back to 1978, when Jimmy 

Carter issued the first presidential proclamation declaring the week of 

March 8 as National Women’s History  Week. Six years later, the 

National Women’s History Project was so 

successful that the Congress decided to expand the event to the entire 

month of March.  

 

The National Women’s History Alliance chooses a yearly theme for 

Women's History Month. The 2021 theme is a continuation of 

2020's ‘’Valiant Women of the Vote, Refusing to Be Silenced." This 

theme recognizes the battle for women's suffrage, which was gained 

with the passage of the 19th amendment in 1920. For almost 100 

years, women had been fighting for the right to vote. They made 

speeches, signed petitions, staged demonstrations and argued over and 

over again that women, like men, deserved all of the rights and 

responsibilities of citizenship.  

  
 

   

 

https://www.biography.com/people/elizabeth-cady-stanton-9492182
https://www.biography.com/people/harriet-tubman-9511430
https://www.biography.com/people/harriet-tubman-9511430
https://www.biography.com/people/amelia-earhart-9283280
https://www.biography.com/people/eleanor-roosevelt-9463366
https://www.biography.com/people/margaret-thatcher-9504796
https://www.biography.com/people/margaret-thatcher-9504796
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/rosie-the-riveter
https://www.biography.com/people/betty-friedan-9302633
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/jimmy-carter
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/jimmy-carter
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-history
https://www.womenshistory.org/womens-history/womens-history-month
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-history/women-who-fought-for-the-vote-1
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-history/19th-amendment-1


On the 18th of January we had our very first Pres Waterford student 

attend the very first WIT Entrepreneurial Camp. 

Esdras Malonga got the opportunity to take part in the WIT 

Entrepreneurial Camp for one week which she loved as it was a new 

experience for her.  

Esdras has written piece about her experience during the WIT 

Entrepreneurial Camp: 

  

“I was extremely excited when I got told by Ms O’Sullivan that I was 

chosen for the TY Stem Entrepreneurial Camp. The camp took place 

on Zoom from 10 am to 4 pm for one week which seems like a long 

time but it didn’t feel like a long time because time flies when you’re 

having fun. There were over 50 students from different schools and 

counties who also attended the camp. Everyone was assigned to a 

group on the first day of camp and continued to work within that 

group there for the rest of the week  

Kayleigh Foran, the camp coordinator along with 10 other members 

of her team made this camp happen; the theme of the camp was based 

on Innovation.  

Throughout the week we explored the different concepts of science, 

engineering, history, art, and business and how all these things are 

involved with Entrepreneurship. Hearing from both experts and 

entrepreneurs such as Daniel Kyne, Sandra Whelan, and many 

others about real life challenges, exploring problems with 

prototypes, cumulating with a Dragons Den style presentation on the 

final day.  

The week was amazing, and I have learned a great deal about 

Entrepreneurship, the Innovation process, the practical element of 

engineering for designing, and much more. It is a week I will never 

forget.” 

 

Safer Internet Day  

Well done to the members of the Digital Technology Committee, who worked tirelessly to 

prepare for Safer Internet Day on 9
th

 February.  The preparation for this event began back in 

October, with TY students Eve Daly and Jane Saville being accepted for the Web 

Wise Safer Internet Day Ambassador Training Programme. Their participation equipped the girls 

with a wealth of knowledge on important aspects of anti-bullying prevention, wellbeing, and 

internet safety in schools.  

 In recognition of the fact that it is now more important than ever to be safe on-line, the team 

promoted this year’s theme ‘Together for a Better Internet’ to the entire school 

community through an array of virtual activities. Leading up to the day, a poster competition was 

organised for junior and senior students. An overwhelming number of high-quality entries led to 

much deliberation, but it was eventually decided to award the prize for best hand drawn entry 

to Celina Kahinde and the prize for best digital entry to Eve Penkert.   
 



 

  

Congratulations to both girls, who will receive their 

prizes on our return to school. A virtual coffee morning 

was hosted for all staff, during which the digital 

committee made an excellent presentation on Safer 

Internet Use. Kahoot quizzes, PowerPoints for students 

and for parents also took place over the course of the 

day.  

In keeping with the digital theme, all TY students 

participated in an intriguing coding workshop later that 

afternoon, facilitated by Microsoft Dreamspace, which 

literally blew their minds.   

      

Virtual Visitors   

Students were delighted to attend a very interesting 

speech delivered by well-known Cork-born activist, 

Joanne O’ Riordan, on Tuesday 23
rd

 of February. Joanne 

gave TY and Leaving Cert students an account of her life 

and her many impressive achievements. She spoke about 

her condition, Tetra-Amelia syndrome, where one is born 

without limbs. She is one of only 7 people in the world 

born with it. The 24-year-old activist and journalist gave 

students great encouragement with her core message of 

anyone is capable of anything and with her unique and 

informative worldview. Her wise and constructive advice 

struck a chord with students during this especially 

difficult time. Joanne maintained a positive and 

extremely uplifting demeanour throughout her speech, 

answering every single question put to her, and students 

left the talk with great inspiration and hope. 

   

 



 

 Virtual Visitors 

On 24
th

 February, our 3rd Year Geography students 

enjoyed a wonderful presentation from Joe 

Dowling, from Bausch and Lomb, as part of a JAI 

Inspire visitor experience. Joe has facilitated many 

Junior Achievement programmes in our school over 

the years, and we were delighted to see him again. 

Joe provided the students with valuable information 

on one of the learning outcomes on the Junior 

Cycle Geography. He used the example of Bausch 

and Lomb to describe a local secondary activity in 

relation to its function and the factors that influence 

its location, as well as cross-curricular links to 

Physics and Biology topics. Joe also provided an 

insight into a career in Pharmaceutical Science as 

well as some valuable advice on the effects of 

screen time on our eyes!   

  

  

  

  
  
  
  

 

Now for 

the 

student 

entries 

Thank you for taking the time to read our 

Easter Newsletter. Thank you especially to our 

submissions. Have a safe and Happy Easter! 

           


