
WELCOME FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Hello All, 

Christmas is almost upon us as we bring the term to a close and 

say goodbye to 2013. We have been busy since September and 

there’s much to celebrate! As you peruse this newsletter you will 

read of our many successes and special events. While we have 

many of our own sporting victories to record, the visit by the  

Waterford Minor All-Ireland champions was special this year. 

Well done to all students who have achieved so much and who 

have participated in extra-curricular events this term. You have 

given us many proud moments. 

Wishing you all every blessing at Christmas.  Enjoy the true spirit 

of giving, and may you have a happy and peaceful holiday. 

Mary Ryan 

Presentation Secondary School  

Christmas Newsletter 2013 

RELIGION DEPARTMENT NEWS 

In keeping with tradition we began our school year by gathering as 

a school community to celebrate mass in St. Paul’s church.  Fr. 

Richard O’Halloran , our school chaplain, presided over the mass.   

We celebrated Presentation Day on Nov 21st by gathering in the 

school to reflect on the work of Nano Nagle and to honour her  

veneration.   We took time last week as a school community to 

prepare for Christmas , by listening to the carols and reflecting on 

the true meaning of Christmas.  Retreats will take place next term 

for 4th, 5th & 6th years. 

HEALTH & WELL-BEING WEEK 

Our annual Health & Well Being Week took place  

October 14th-18th.  This year we focused on a healthy 

mind and a healthy body.  All TYs took  part in a  

pedometer challenge to see if they could take 15000 

steps per day.  The Breakfast Club focused on healthy 

breakfasts  - replacing white bread for brown.  There 

was a ‘blind tasting’ of foods at lunchtimes, to allow the 

students to see that sometimes they just need to  

experiment with food.  All PE classes had Zumba les-

sons and all students took part in Drop Everything And 

Walk.  Parents attended Zumba classes, cookery demon-

strations and a talk on managing stress.  Another very 

successful week. 

GREEN FLAG 

We held our their first ever Green Flag raising ceremony on Mon-

day 21st October.  Students at the school had been working on en-

vironmental issues for many years and the school was awarded the 

title of ‘Waterford’s Tidiest Secondary School’ at the 2013 Water-

ford City Council Environment Awards.   

There was tremendous applause as Presentation became only the 

third Waterford City Secondary School to achieve a Green Flag.   

The 2013-2014 Green-schools Committee has already started 

working towards the next Green Flag on the Energy Theme  

under the Guidance of  Geography teachers Ms O’Sullivan and 

Mrs O’Shaughnessy.    

 

 

 

AWARDS NIGHT 2013 

We were unable to hold our Awards Night as 

planned but awards were presented to students,  

including our new Academic Excellence Awards 

— congratulations to all the worthy recipients. 

BUILD-A-BANK INTERVIEWS 

Interviews took place for the six positions on the 

school Build a Bank team.  The standard was  

extremely high and the following students secured 

places -  

Manager: Michelle Dalton 

Assistant Manager: Charlotte Kennedy 

Sales and Marketing Manager: Rhiannon Kavanagh 

Auditor: Beth Carton 

Tellers: Megan Wall and Rachel Paige 

MUSIC NOTICES 

Musical Instrumental Lessons are up and running in 

the school. If you are interested in learning Guitar,  

Keyboard, Piano, Violin or Voice, give your name to 

either Mr. Scanlon or meet with the Instrumental  

Teacher (Fintan) at lunchtime on Wednesdays. 

Junior Choir rehearsals take place on Tuesdays @ 

1:30pm, and the Senior Choir rehearsals take place on 

Thursdays @ 1:30pm. 

 



SPORTS UPDATES 

It has been a very busy term for all our teams, and once 

again we have had great success.  A huge thank you to all 

the TY coaches and 5th Year Sports Captains for their excellent 

work throughout the Autumn term. 

Congratulations to the U16 Basketball team who have qualified 

for the semi-finals of the U16 ‘A’ National Cup. The U16 team 

will also represent the Midlands in the upcoming All-Ireland 

Play-Offs in January. 

Congratulations also to the U 19 Basketball team who were 

Midlands ‘A’ champions and have qualified for the All-Ireland 

Play-offs next term. The team also reached the quarter-finals of 

the U19 ‘A’ National Cup. 

Well done to Emily Fanning, Chloe Morrissey, Ciara Twomey, 

Jane Crowley, Shannon Keane, Beth Carton and Annie Fanning 

for reaching the semi-final of the U18  National Club Champi-

onships. Emily fanning and Shannon Keane also made their 

Superleague debut in November. 

Well done to Rachel Butler, Maggie Fanning, Ruth Walsh, 

Stephanie Grant, Ede Osarihieme and Robyn Morrissey who 

represented the Southeast in the recent Interprovincial  

Championships. 

Good luck to the 1st and 2nd year panel who begin their league 

games in January. The 2nd year team will be led by Leah  

Norris and Rachel Butler and the 1st year team by Casey and 

Leah Roche-O’Sullivan. 

Congratulations to the Junior Camogie team who have qualified 

for the Munster final which will be played in the new year. 

LEAVING CERT TRIP TO BERLIN 

The Leaving Cert History and German students went to 

Berlin October 18th-21st.  Whilst there the students visited 

Checkpoint Charlie, the Reichstag, the Jewish Museum, 

Sachenhausen Concentration Camp, Monument to the 

Murdered Jews.  They also did a bike tour  of Berlin.  

Teachers on the trip were Melissa Larkin, Caroline Fox 

and Ruth Gallen.  When 

the students returned 

from Berlin they began 

the process of writing 

their Research Study  

Reports, which account 

for 20% of their final 

mark in the Leaving Cert. 

 

HOME SCHOOL COMMUNITY LIASION NEWS 

On Wed. 20th Nov. Dr. Anne Marie Tully, HSE present-

ed certificates to the parents who completed the 5 week 

‘Cook It’ programme. Well done to all!  Next ‘Cook –It’ 

begins in early February so if you are interested in  

discovering healthy, good value family recipes and hav-

ing a sociable morning contact Ms. Byrne, 0867941610. 

Parents’ Zumba has finished for this term but will begin 

again on 13th Jan. 2014. 9.30 to 10.30 am on balcony in 

Gym Building. Work off all that Christmas fare for 2014 

and have fun doing it! Parents and friends welcome.   

Contact Ms. Byrne 0867941610 

Tea and chat mornings were very enjoyable during 

Health and Well Being Week.  Look out for similar in the 

next term. 

Are you interested in Parents Plus programme- ‘Getting 

on with your Teenager ?  Contact Ms. Byrne for 

0867941610 for further details. 

PARENTS ASSOCIATION 

The Parents Association,  as usual, has been involved in 

working on school issues, discussing school policies, fund-

raising, supporting parents, staff and students in school.  

This year the fundraising will be for a school defibrillator 

which can in certain circumstances save lives. More of this 

in the Spring.   

The current members of the committee are Maura Cooney 

(Chairperson, ) Susan Murphy (Secretary), Gaye Fortune 

(Treasurer), Roseanne Kavanagh, Angela Whelan, Eileen 

Gould,  Breda Hearne, Lisa Prendergast, Gean Teat,  

Amanda Smith, Joanne O’ Brien, Patricia Farrell. All  

parents are encouraged to be involved in Parents Association 

and we would like to have another First Year parent on the 

committee.  If you would to be on the committee or help 

with the defibrillator fund, contact Ms Byrne, 0867941610.   

Happy Christmas to all! 

LEAVING CERT GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP 

The Leaving Cert Geography students went to Tramore on 

November 14th as to fulfil the fieldwork component of the 

curriculum.  Under the watchful eye of Ms O’Sullivan and 

Ms Brennan the  

students took part in   

a study of the  

processes of coastal  

transportation and  

deposition.   Once  

the students write up  

their reports they  

should have 20% of  

their final mark. 



TRANSITION YEAR NEWS 

The Transition Year Programme commenced on Thursday 

5th September with an Induction Day.  Speakers this term 

included: Louise O’Toole, Tom Mullane and David Sheehan 

- Belmont Services, Orla Oates - AIB Build a Bank, Bernard 

and Gary from Waterford Youth Information Centre and 

Debbie O’Halloran from St. Vincent de Paul. 

On Thursday 12th September we endured a tough hike up to 

Coumshingaun .  

This hike prepared 

the students for the 

trip to Kilfinane 

Outdoor Education 

Centre on the 

19th/20th  

September  where 

they were able to 

try some kayaking, 

hill walking, indoor rock climbing, river walking and night 

time orienteering.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those students not in Kilfinane participated in Kangoo 

Jumps Fitness, Zumba, Drama Workshop, Nail Workshop 

and horse riding at Stonehaven Equestrian Centre.   

On Thursday 26th September we were given an  

interesting tour of the facilities at the Brothers of Charity in 

Belmont and in START, Tycor.  All TY students are current-

ly participating in an integrated P.E. programme with the 

Belmont service users and are enjoying it immensely. 

 

Beth Carton, Charlotte Kennedy, Theresa Pieper and Nicola 

Cooney took part in the Global Schools Project organised by 

the One World Centre and delivered workshops to primary 

school students in Waterford.  

 

All students participated in a two week Work Experience or 

Community Work Placement during November.  The  

positive reports back from employers indicated how  

beneficial this was for all the girls.  

 

 

 TRANSITION YEAR NEWS 
 

On the 28th/29th November and 5th/6th December 

TY students held their annual tidal calendar sale with 

proceeds going towards the school musical.  All  

students worked very hard to raise money and the fi-

nal amount raised was over €3,000.  Well done to all 

involved and thanks to everyone who supported the 

Tidal Calendar sale.  A small amount of calendars are 

still available if anyone missed out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 11th December TY students organised 

a party to for all our friends from Belmont,  

Spring Gardens and START who participate in the 

Integrated PE Programme.  Everyone has a great time 

dancing and singing and there was even a surprise 

visitor from the North Pole.   

 

TY students are busy preparing for their show ‘Guys 

and Dolls’ which will take place in the school gym on 

the 11th, 12th and 13th February.  Be sure to put the 

date in your diary now.  Tickets will be available from 

Ms O’Sullivan or TY students in January.    

 

 



PRESENTATION 

SCIENCE 

From September our 

Science students have 

been involved in many 

activities from senior 

down to junior cycle.  

During science week in November, our 1st years took 

part in our annual science table quiz. This involved 

teams of 4 answering question from different areas of 

science. Our winning team performed extremely well 

getting 38/40 of the question correct!  

Our 6th years participated in the regional ISTA  

Science Quiz in De La Salle College for Science 

Week. This involved two teams from our school  

competing against other schools in the area, with the 

prize of representing the south east at the national 

final. They were up against some very academic 

schools but we did very on the night overall, even 

though we didn’t win.  

Our 6th year Chemistry students also went on a field 

trip to the Local Water treatment plant in  

Kilmeaden as part of their Leaving cert studies. With 

the new water charges and the recent drinking water 

quality problems suffered by people in Galway,  

Dublin and Roscommon, this was a very important 

and insightful trip. Our 5th years will be visiting this 

plant in the near future also.  

 

Some of our 3rd year Science and 5th year Chemistry 

students visited the Teva Pharmaceutical plant located 

in Waterford city. This plant manufactures respiratory 

illness medicine and the trip gave the students an  

excellent view of what the pharmaceutical industry is 

like and how science works in the real world.  

SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP 

“Spend yourselves for the poor” 

These are the words of Venerable Nano Nagle, and the 

foundation on which our social justice group is built.  Our 

group wishes to create awareness of issues of injustice on 

a local, national and international level. We want to work 

for a culture of peace, to counteract all forms of violence, 

loss of human life and the destruction of nature and its 

resources. 

In September, we marked International Day of Peace.  

Many parts of the world are in conflict but we learned 

that: “Peace begins with me.  The more peaceful I am, the 

more peace I have to share with others. World peace  

really does begin with me. ” 

We received a presentation on Human Trafficking in  

October.  We now have greater empathy for its victims 

and we hope our generation will see its eradication. 

In November, all classes watched a presentation on the 

Philippines. We parted with our money - now the Filipino 

people know that we are there to support them in their 

dire need. But the story continues. The storm was as a 

result of climate change. What are we doing in our Green 

school to maintain this awesome planet? In what shape 

will the natural world be in, when we pass it on to our 

children and grandchildren? What will be our legacy? 

This month, we begin to highlight just how poor some 

people in Waterford City are.  We are working to create 

awareness among fellow classmates, and we appeal for 

help to raise funds for the St Vincent de Paul. One  

particular interest we share is to sponsor education grants. 

We have the privilege to attend this wonderful school, 

with the support of our parents and guardians. Many of 

our peers are not so lucky.  

We aim to raise money, so those deprived in our city, may 

know the gift of learning and education. On December 

17th, we are performing in a Christmas concert for the  

senior citizens in Holy Ghost Hospital. In the New Year, 

we wish to begin a visitation programme with them; a few 

minutes in our day, to sit with them, and listen and cherish 

their stories and pearls of wisdom. For the month of  

December, we have organised a food collection. A box 

has been placed in every classroom.  We will join the St 

Vincent de Paul in the Mercy Primary School, Saturday, 

21st December, to make up the much needed hampers. 

We want to help poor families in Waterford this Christ-

mas. We wish to make this a special Christmas. 

LIONS CLUB HAMPER APPEAL — BIG 

BREAKFAST 

As part of the Lions Club Hamper Appeal, Blueberry 

Café held a Big Breakfast on Saturday December 14th, 

and they asked our students to help them with the mu-

sic.  Some 3rd year students were happy to oblige and 

they sang carols as the crowds got into the festive 

mood.   

€1800 was raised for 

this worthy cause, 

thanks to the students 

and Mrs O’Keeffe for 

their great work. 

 

CSPE TRIP 

In October our 3rd year students travelled to Dublin as 

part of the CSPE studies.  Whilst there, they visited Dail  

Eireann and the EPIC centre. 


